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:t&utobiography, compiled during his stay
in Stocildio3m, Juno 194.5.,

The sudden chartgo from the high tans-on of my loot Ilocks in Germany
to the calm and peace of sty pr......cont abodo oompuls inc to write an account of
the °vents of these last weeks. A full - ca,tprohonsion of that I had to
lista through mill not be possible wit.h1.7 .ut taking into account:4-

\ • 1') 	 this sio.tesextt can only be 06.sprtru1 with ala.tchos in a diary —
that	 it. is main4 a •csollootion of ohronelogiccl Jottings from memory
and •	 •

• •••
2). That those last mocks mr.c. but the panifoatution of long-folt 	 :3

pronentilionta And . fOrebodings	 ..	 .
••

Silvio • ta1030 aro Jusit diary sketches, .1 havo. .dono . my best to 'avoid .
oomplotelY'falsci picture of my. otn situation aacirging by holding fast to

	

-.ay professional training and tho :resulting bas	 fOr my•
ioonictiona; . , • .	 .	 •	 .	 .	 .

••	 •

The lattor yoara of my studies tura dooisibely influenced by
financial 'difficulties at ham: and my awn need of Amoy. 	 ont it 1 a o nt .•
to a state grant I h-td to prove by pr.-83131g diltgenCio 'craainations
(71eilspruefungen). • . Thou at tor I had passod the iRc...forendar".oxamination
on 18.3.33; .•tbe gnostic:not a further statc.. grant *dopanded on my beleinging
to. .the'Party'end. Organisation. , That with thi. first .reason Why I JOitod
tlict.P.cirJoy..and the SS. in Jenc1933... Tha.t I thus joined the SS yr..3i. no.t the.
'resat Of :Teny'politioi.3. conviction, It Maa bL;Octise the ' majority of _ray:

Ofilleatuós . die. not • join the S.L., but caw, wait into the 63.•
The uniform pleased us bettor.. We were looked on unfc:vOurcb* as .
tbdergraduatos end as ,lato-ccsaers (Dcople joining in 7..ray and June). • Put:ine
consisted of Awld exorcises threo timei c. mock in tho evening or late'

afternOtizi 44c1 costly the.tlioid Of Sunday. I WA soon. ..-_rployed at the .1
Ottgo .deiskt and there had, to paean:op plOus for thu training in

chauliehd &shish	 bocauto I vas a laver, I baiciritainly,
.on old GermaniO'ltni and sinilai Subjc.cts . Through lcgiel. 'colleagues I
vaa: tt;.Cnaturred. to	 Govcrrixcint presi:donoy. at Frankfurtilfain
"Boferibliatia'!.."fo training in the akiinieration. There , as -.,o13. as the .

$4*(44..-Pt4d..P?-11•34..: tir!!..;14n;iw
oru I made the ctciva.intanco in t935	 .; . ..Sli..10,3ix;citl.ng':rigixii: ,cii`t9=111iolirCi

ecnt to Bnlin to the 406171;3:'"
144 ork on"' . • •
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1938  I worked on question of internatio.... “1 law, legal questions concerning
Sudetenland, Danzig, -inetria and at the same time I was occupied. with .
mobilizing an entire Reich AdministrAtion,

At the beginning of 1939 was appointed Chief of Counter-espionage.
This department el the State police, foracd fro,: the old Ir-ndespolizei,
ciould only bp oceuoied by an exporionood	 ,an the punishment lairn
were most compliOaieci; and legal simplifi.lat4Ori4nd a continuons
collaboration with''r:eichs Court, - Suprt ALI Reiehti Court .- was neacsaary.
T was occupied vith this until 1910.

As I had boon taken on in 1937 as "Regi....rungsassessor" in the
Ministry of the Interior, I was, as a civil s- rvEur4, nronoted to the rank
of "Oberiegiorungsrat". It is interesting to not.: that I was paid. as a
Civil Corvant and tho held the 8 -rank as -a purely honary title. On
my promotion to "Ministerialdirigent" at the cod of 1924 Hicznler, against
tor express wish, on the suggestion of Kalt,:nbrunnor, , appointed me Major
General of the Police: I had occasiou to inform iiimmler in several .
reports, that I .S40.13 not in agreement v.-1.th ay adopting Police work as a
profesaion, t had not been trained for it, and I requested my transfer
back to the Ministry of the Interior an "Clberregierungnrat" or
nitinisterialdirigont". Eicaler was tuisympathetio to my continuous
pressure : on this question, but, one clay st .tted that ho -wished to compeniate-
to, that he had appointed me, Major General of the liaffon-88, that is with
a .dorinito* Armed roes rank. So on 50.1.1945 I was appointed Major
General• • Of :the Waffon-88 and paid accerdiney.	 .

In 1939 . 1 had attempted to obtain	 from the ..dinistry of the
Interior Ond the 88-Sarvice, and to obtaln an of2ice: 1 0 .occomission at the
front, as I wished to practice as a. layer at the end of the war. • I
could. -not carry out tl . is 1. 71.4n, 49 Himalcr forbad it. He belidred 'that
ho could JediPpnseitc me by doing tic thc favour of sending me as a liaiden
officer to the 01Of for 2 months.

' Airing this entiro time I studied the results a our foreign pOliery
and all questions connected with it. My specialized knovrledge gave me
new ideas en the acopear4 economic situ- tion, and I again game into . Oontaiit
with leading German .ccono.aio experts. Prom lorking with these., I realised

that there %repo prol:imaz of coon° lie CM Jona& in Germany and its .
prevention which to tar . had not boon solved.; and saw Above all the area'. -
importance of ,econo-lics in the life of the State. :This porstiadod me more
and more to odeupy:myself . ltith the question of the baeici principles on
which German	 nd particularly .German foreign conimercial.
-policy', Imre - to-he ea:riled out. In this One . thing .5tepd out more and
more clearly: 'Germany. and many , thtberative Germans were beginniiig .. te form
a clocaple,te4 false i-..iprotraion of the entire outsidi:world,,,tbat:is;'.
they neither., had -'an initiridtive nor an r:0qt:in* :urid.Crstanding - for . • -

.:foreign °41ti."6.	 Thec 71.7-1-s no 	 crpo11tiorJ. ' e.2T049.iide • •Th°ro
was, perhaps, oriough, t.hbri the•Grirri01.*0151c ..4!16. i'€46tri44";.')?:44- not
eliewhera	 •• the . nearer Durepead areas:	 " .	 .••

- ,.	 .•
me asal: -if: by an inaer ;forecrto•-2P.o.10.12616-hccirtedly

into
countries. - There	 :ie.:au:eh:- central . offcu fox the .politicaland •

-Politica1406:mie.'eeetiOnii"!iik.GerMany;
serVice3i.e.Inairehijeeenfiiiiiictto military matturi:' '	 94:4 I was at list:

016-era -cit,tha war - althOugh.i094/1.the'miiiiary.iage.wai'.
given to me as well.

-
The results of this work confirmed me in my convictions, and I •

• recogni,sod-Mor-C 'and More clearly the mistakes and faults of the Regime,
which I had soon' enrlier on. Apartfrom "acny /oeca defects of
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incompetent officials the CliiX of tho mat•-.;er 	 thc absence of the
'principle of selection, the fact- that ab was no criterion . and that
iraportant ?ositions N:crt.: given to s tupid rr tramrthy mon. If there was

'anything aporoaching selection. of the ir .ividual, it rs to be found araoung •
the good elements o the 	 In Himml r I 11_•::: a raan, much discussed,

but about those :Lilor ed brutalitY I was 1.-ver able to dccide completely.
I never got to thc bottom of that matter during all those ye•Ars.
Perhaps gr WV.3 too difficult, .for it hc..:1(1 r.v. prisoner and diverted mo
from othor problems. He was : the only m•-a I could sea in the whole corrupt
Goierntiont "set-up", • Jac) could with any • ••uceess have stood as a factor for
ardor against thc many "Tin--gods-" (Paepei 	 1:•rge c-na small, of the Regime

My conviction N.Tts, that if I could convoy generally to the organisation
and its head a knowledge of the formative political forces of the world,
.that is a knowledge L•f foreign countries, there .as a chanco to protect
Goraguly• from the yawaing abyss, •2hish I had seen °mini; since the end of
194.0 onwards.

• The task itSolf had two main objectives:-

Pleat to put the task as such into affect, at the same time to use
the results to provide Germany with an antidote to the obstructive 31.tehrez4
Ribbentrop policy. .Tho Reichsfuehrer wa. the only real counter that one
could use at all for this purpose. It was up to me to tork to this end. and
to inform him as coMp1ote4 tis possible co: the tame disposition and
distribution of world potential and I cone i.dered h.h.: to be sensible, and
olatrer enough to be ciao still to roach a 30qprO use 1-ith the, outside
world. ... •	 •

It was along 'and tiring road that	 to travel, a road presumably
predestined, and. in' thc end without resuli : . It. was not lick of T.1.11 and
industry, but stupidity, vanity and brut.lity on the one hand fay onemios •
inside the :RSHA.) and the indecision of -el:- Reichsfuehrcr himself on the •
othors• which ruined . all these plans. P•is refers to thc pfactical . . •
application Of the results, i.e. thc forgo.tion of a sensible and progrfmairaC
foreign policy. The main task itself, with its manifold dficulties,
was obstructed' by the vary nature of the Gcrma. character. Either,

. because it was not endcrstood, or mrse jtill, bece.ust it was believed
unnecessary.- thus Ribbentrop.

• .
The ikohrcr would have nothing to do with me and my work. The only

person who more•'or loss understood me t'ESS ; lun or, although he too, T.ith
his National-Soolalict projudices and police tan 'Lay of looking at
political events. made t ingi3 difficult for rat.. Ifith him,. in the course of

tins:4. • things took a turn for.-tho . better and 'he - grar.e..i)ii.. y began to . under-
etand ,mer,better. Unfortunately the result:: terc noior such as Were
absolutely iiccessarY; since his hesitancy alviays apoilt everything..
Ibr mc persone4li' it rlas often a 'struggle, in •which I had to . play Lbn
Quixote, while - 1..!Ri5inante" was the -.mak humanity, and the..."-crihdthill
Sails" vicre .. the r 'above mentioned prejudicesof . the_Regirao and the:_Gerpan
character itself.- That I did not give Uri this strup.ele, one must
understand, was because I love ray country: and \As detertained',togtiicie'..
thing into the right path. I believed that the. ea:sic:LC; way: to .0.-C.b4eire` my
plan, .was' through the only man•whe was capable of offsetting Hitler.

• Already in 1940 Icounsciled pcace ith France, in 194.1, .T.-arned
against a wr...r. l art:troa-fronts and sr..w the draiger.:throato...iit•
At the end of 1942 and the beginning Of 1943 ay report on . Russio, lead to .

Hitler, and later 1Bze-0.er, wanting the . .instigaticin of Obergrupponfuehror
L. Kr-ltonbrtmner to ,irre'rizon ma and my. associates in a concentratiOn 'camp
for defeatism. In 194.3 I. man.aged to sc.vc Switzerland from being.invadcid by
Gurmarej, thanks to my -adept dealing with "Jonoral Guinan. In the some
year I atte.-...-ptcd through von Fapon n Turkny and scvcral Turkish contacts,

•



to solve the • UkrainiAaa. and Crilaoan-Tatar questions; via Spain Portugal
and Sweden I bitci contact with individual pc.:sencaities in England and
haerioa and triod even at this time to oers.ta rle Himler to eciipro.-iise.

The position in Rumania and Bulgaria arZ the turn of events there
wero so devastating i'or ue that, in view of the incomprehensible
stUbborness of Ribbc:Ltrop, Hitler and all the . 0:,;het3 'who had te do with thoso
questions, I thought *seriously of giving up ..)y*Pefforts.

dill the same I worked on, for as I sr.i RI: the beginning of 191 114. in a
convorsation with Gottfried von Bissark: "Onc must do eve3.7thing to try
using the ftrongest	 of the Opposition (inner Opposition) to prevent
the COLling chaos :iliac tIlere is still. tine".

Gottfried von Bismarek, -::hose life 1. had r.n opportunity of saving at
thy beginning of 194.f: by intorceding with Hirrialer, as ostensibly concerned
in tho 20th July. The accusation de-landed .the d.eath penalty. !limalor

wished at first to enforce it. I managed to persuadc him not to, by using
the arguuent of my Swedish friends, with ...mu von Bismarck had good connections:
."The dcath of the living desc...ndant of V.- oat Bismarck -:rill have as bad
an effect in	 lend against Germany as .ho "V"-vcp:..•ons". 'or :.ns
very hi-ore:mad with the tiuortance that --ae placed abroad on von Bisuarok,
and 'obviously discussed the matter thore:ghly	 Hitler. Von Biemarck
was, at, I know frcim 1:altenbrumier, unoxpectedly ac:quitted. * talks
with Macler rcsulted not only in his being not transferred to another
prison, but in boirg bacrely confined to his eetate: I also gave advice
on this ratttor to tho Bismarck fauily vio Wedish connection. I do not
wish. to mention ray role in the 20th July attempt in these diary sketchos.

•
One _thing I did achieve in the course of this yea-r and that was to. zr,f.vo.

mysolf Ituch a position with 	 that I could alTitys be sure that. I.
mysclf and my work lit.)uld almys be judged by "non-party political"
standards. Added to which Him:11er had a personal liking for race This
was first evident in . 1940 when An spite of great obstacles he allowed - LW .
marriago to my wife, who 1.r..8 of pure Polish descent on her father's side.
In all, the highor "standard", cost daily battles, each dr,y brought now
difficult ion, but I had the o.dvantage of being able to work in Germtuw
its p3i.' on a broader "national" basis. The ros4t of this i.e,-. 	 that
oamo up ogainnt the Sta.to police °rid the Soodrity Iblicc core and more,

•as under the cloak of raby foroign activities I silently protected mculy 	.
'"Uatousteorthies" (Unzuverl.aossiger) and ao-klalled "shady individuals"
(Schraeget Vocgol) - .in..themsolVes good Garment ., Tiho know my honest wish
and Nitro helped ma in spite of all political difficulties.

The more critical the whole military- and political- Situation, the more
difficult 30.5 ray . oTal- pci-sonal situation... Slanders, serious insinuatiCris

end. the resulting . sui•veillanoe made this 3 mit. of .uncertainty often urabearabl
* only-. protection; of - person - Or position, ,.eas . the increasing truSt : I •
found in .Hirsalcr I s eyes, which . proved so ,25oyerful . as to • prevail: :a.ga.inst •
the strong attacks of BOrmanri. or :1Caltenbr..13-iner...: , . The letter 'ariiiednced..	 .
about 	 yoarS.-agOthat:to bad suff.ioiorit . -.:;?roo .r.14.hin peSiciseion'..tO -prove
that...I . worked. for the Secret ServiCe.„	 aS.".44:3Lica:Ch.. I 94.5.1.tiAdt'
immediate.. meadtires':'Muit . ' be taken gainst	 had taken . : lg... Wife, and
children to :lake ,Corintenee arid that 'they:.: were on the ?Ant of :fleeing
to Swittorland. •	 "	 • .

.	 This giveS a small'Adea of the atmot-,Iherc then at' the beginning
of February -Lie report eerie froa Envoy Plimson, Stookails, that Count
Bernadotto leae intending to coac to Borli.i to talk to Himilor.
personal reprcsentativo of Ribbentrop, Geheimrat Wagner, coma to 60,
tido() en bchalf of his liAnister on thu day the report arrived, to ask pep
if I I rith my- personal contacts in Sweden vas behind this plan.
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Ribbontrop and /Cultenbrunner . 30.W in no tho motivating, and theroforca
rcaponsiblo force behind the pardoning and freeing of the so-oallod seven
Warsaw Saud■as, and both attempted to mako out mostly through the Swediah
Press, that uy activo erstiolyttion was a sign of political stupidity in
Swoden. • Mho 31-Lehrer as encouraged in his antipathy towards Sued= by
everyone, and above all by the reports ou t.he training of Nomcgien polio°
in Sweden Nrhi.oh wore shown to'

Tho freeing of the nevon Warsaw Swedes lazted in all over a period of
almost 3 yoars. I -:.nrkod out this case in detail in olosost contact
with 	 Marston, Gc.aoraldirektor Moon= and Brandin. It was thcan
possible after much effort and denestic quarralling, to have them first.
pardoned, than, in timc ovacuatod from Berlin end given bettor j

• accomodadon and food, and finally to have them freed.

wnuch effort end trouble, and I dust add :,arsonal eman,gcr I thus .
directly involvc.d rahelf In must be kept for a •nore dotailod account. • It
should not roae.in unmentioned that here to-3 a luoloo chanco gave me decisive
help... In the 3.-me Corps Students Corps - (Studontonveroinigung) of

vilich I was an active masbor - was Reicaln.,juetizministor Dr. Thiorack.
Unliko roysolf, he had witherawn from tho ..:orps for .-aarty political reasons..
In :spite .of, or perhaps because of this*, he was slightly embarassod with
me, as I believo in his impost self ho still clung to the student corps
tradition. This fact ...as of inestiar.blo value in ;Ay personal discussions
with him on the question of their evacuation and accomodation and tho
presontation of rAy =so to Ribbontrop and latlor, bocauso had he used all
his moans to work 'against me, it mould Ir. be= almost inpossible for •
Mauler, with the existing difficulties 1.-'s a via Ribbentrop and
Kaltenbr!.umeri and also the adverso e.ttitadu of Hitler, to bring this matter
to e successful concluaion. It is i..portant to mz.ntion at this point the
motive fez': tho . dooisive, final ritep /Basler took s.ith Hitler. Jai ray
attoapts	 :exert influence in the matt= so far had only prepared the
ground, 'I now submitted a report to tho affect that .aa•11 as cemerce
having boon. suspended between Goracuw and. &Wen, I felt convinced freci-
my saorot service : inforiation, that Sweden vas pl.c.-ying: . with the idea of .*
entering the ianx againgt•Gornany a.t tho cud. L favourable treatac.nt of the .
case must have a.favourable effoct on Smash circles interested in Germany,

at Li, ensuring • tho non-entry of Svc;don into the Ir.3.37. That was H-lincnler is
true motive, without which the humanitclrian stop could scarcely have boon

••	 • -
•	 !

•• • At the 'same timo 1 should like to .mention, th p.t I do not Fish hero to
make . any aplanation of the individual 'actions tiaich I myself' hnve carried
out, either in connection with the freeing and pardoning of the sovori

Warsaw &tads, or the NOrwegian students, or- the individual cases -Allah
were transmitted to ito on Sucsh rucconmd:.tion 	 BRA;NDiN,
ICERSMW , ! :004. !'	 •	 •	 • ,

• I ,oxplaincad to Gchoinrctt.iiaGUR. vith- ..z•ut::.,* that I kacrx nothing of •
the;proposod- ;journey . of Count BNIN:MOTTB.' I informed 'IcBra4NBR
and 1,Baligali Ot.my ta.U.	 ai& found 'Au Occurcnce vary"; interosting;.;

• but. was ajp. ;the,ist.Ime:some-Rhit,:',0-rigrY that. ..V.': had occu.red yin the Logation "
and therefiire; through • the libreiSti Office as he - 'thereby.-fOrOcid"io 'treat

• • •	 -""
WM.. V	 reser.; T.0	 •	 •

• KALTEZIBBURIETti at the 'time) RTHI4Tm7 himself 1:azs domaandinit.lieereeiwpel.-
ITSI IHm Li • and .I70.3.:witla his Staff in PHLIGLL'.:, to take a:SUitable.4 	•	 .
opportnnit4;O(7:talkilig to MILER: and to,•bi -Lug his attitude-into a mono

*.adaWible ;;:..12AP:Piactical . .. formi • I, admit . the I prcatended that thcr..visitrif
Count BIBiNADOT-Tt	 	  SOMothat more interest" ing.; 	 CaOnfciatied

ica .i'isksole; In 	 to keep insida rtch pn:+.hcs.se political entente
the ... interests of %/MAII,Milhose attention was 'diverted bdlitary

	

rho r.t thi3 tin° . ras present evary.taiddayat a long	 .
discussion or .. tho mil '_ry situation at tho thancollery . and often following

i: •	 I Do:
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this mas oloeetod alone rith the FUehrer, Droll:14y in order not to roseive
a refusal personally, requested Grupponfu4hrer maniaN to ask HITLER.	 •
FICELEIN announood the next day HITLER's refusal and explained this with
HITUM's words: "Ono can do .nothing in 7 . is war with such silly fools." •

Ia the meantime Count Hernadotto ha: hovovor . aiready arrived in BeTiint
I thoreppon spokelpsrsonally to Hibmler by t4e0cine and begged him
earnestly not to diaret4are, this gosture of Si:6(eri; Lir. mot receive the
Count. I arm-Aasiied at the WJA0 time, that I could well imagino that
apnrt from all technical questiono„ or inly ono or r..wther aspoot could:
prove politically interurting: Aftert u4a humming and hap-ing he agreed to
the following alturnative 1..xopooal: Ka-tenbrunnor should speak to	 ' •

RibbOntrop, at the same time I shuuld talk to Ribbentrop's personal
representttive, Geheivat ift.i.vier,. both with tbe object, that Ribbontrop •
should receive Count Bernauotbe without Hitler's knowing of it in advance,
and without montiont4 the refusal that Hitior had already given to the
visit. • If Ribbantrop agreed , to receive him, then Ealtenbrunner and I
oould r,oeivo tho•Count r.ftorwards, thus Himmlor would have gained tile,
and t:un one. could sce . how the matter would ...ork itsolf out further.

The actual coura taken by this first visit wr...e that Count Bernadotte,
mho got. in tOuch withine from the Swedish Legation, ono biddehl first to

Kaltonbrunner and myself, and then; on thi . moo morning wont straight fran
us to Ribbentrop.

•'-
/It this first 4ecussion, at vhioh I kopt myself very each in the back-

.

ground, I felt low-dia.:4y in sympathy with the Count and »ns ablo an
too deoisivaPoints .to dlide the disoussi-a &lens the lines Which fhb
Count wanted it to take. 1 gave the Count to understand my honest opinion.
.regarding Sweden and it was decisivo for vself and my: plan, namely Under
all oirouastencos to bring Count Bernadottfs to Hiniler, thatthe.Count
intimated to Kaltonbrunnp . at the end of -:sdd.soussion, that he wished. to .
beallooma•to speak to Mauler himsolf, za'he harl socothing to .se to him •
alone. rpersonally 811.7 in Countliernaaotte's visit a possibility of
putting into effect my original idea of ,: .ettinG Caraway out of the war, and
regardod this connection with Sweden from this standpoint, as a
partioularlyhappy ono, since politically Sweden must be particularly 	 •
interestud in the 1;eace of the Nbrt ern area. In requsstmg this the
Count brought his line of interosts into -armory. ..with my original'endeavoure
to sumort Danmark and Norway. These i7-bcrosts it rightly used by Ceruany,
woad prove a profitable ANI-.rtnorship for 'leth Cuaden aad.GerManyt.if
Sweden acted as interd3diery for 4 coapromiso rocce. Thera as also the
humanitariaanide.which had always movod-datdeoply, and abouthichl felt
eamething absolutely hadto:be done...- In or:er t oircumvanttitler'i'
negative attitudos.Ijiad:to take a chance andlry to getthis:elomL,

ltcvbrunner 	 mraide :desPito-alI ;;his'personal Y. • .
antagoiuni'tOTeraelao and to counterlitsuler'c eoualiyAlugt.tive attitUdo;-.:.

	

' . .WhiCh'oanduc to hisbcoupation miththbt:Iiiitary situation. 	 •
lainediatsCount;Hornalotteihad.leftthsheuel-tookthelelloiving
jtelin,I;praisedHaltenbrunner:-.for	 %aty in

• •:..coOndUdted 	 . dinenasitan with: 90‘Mit!,,.Bernad	 for the subtlety
:wilio4 . 4c had:-	 44p t9J.uCX to C4.1 ..t.171c.;, Pc;:uy'..;"! a' ..1447.:,
ho-' ha;hp.d.'r 	 given* good. ,:empla of Lnetrinn:ball7;rodia

tOok;thin:oppOrtunity totell,him.whatjA4long.mished.
to sp.y.to:him;;;and-what-Iintendedto.say

:ta,hiLi,-.thatinthiecritical'oituatida:Ribbentrep'laUstW2reinoVed
KiltonbrnnncrMadc:lbrCign-Xibiste*.•HW*n brunnir'se4OWcdthEO*#P-
ao7groadili thatj thought he .Mould take*Cand rod act.O11.; In the
tolephone ainversetion whichfollowd hop7na the most erdent of
champions of the: necessity of .a Mettingiihe,meen Count Bernadotte : and
Himmler despite the Feehrer's having ..fertAden it. • Hiomler declared
himself ready to meet Bernadotte, buflal:enbrunner wns oxoluded troOhe
meotEnt itself, *hich so embitterod and	 to spee.k soboriA	 thatsin
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a short time we wore once ;non: at claggc • -•1 drawn. She mooting botween the
Count and Hi:valor took place t go days 1: tor at liahenlychon.

On the journey then. X spoke oponly to the Count of how I personally
viewed the political zituation4 n•nci in pextleul.-.r of my attitude towards
Swodon. Tie Fero soLln on such good tones .:;irat I ...las oven able to give
Count Bcrnadotto sonic tips about the co lint; .',Aitorvicv, in regard to the
idiosynoracioa and peculieritios of Himmler. I know that the Countls
original plan to tako the ainish and Norwou !an -orisonors for tilt*: durn.tion of
tho	 to Gweden and to int‘rn them there, rould not succeda and advised him
to .start with the co_tprontiao sugr,ustion of a ocntral ccusp for the prisonors
in northwest Germany. •Hialler, with whom I had an opportunity of
speaking- imisodiatoly ,aftor his diermosion with the, Count, was vory favourably
impressed by their. conversation. Re . re f: tep . d au: to kofip. in close contact
with the Count, and to keep an eyo on the Actur-1 orocution of the sahomo

which; as .ho htik laaevr, would scot wit.: difficulties from' .
1C4tcnbriannev and iguaLlor undo in somo oi:otzastannos also. from RIbbcurtrop,
end to holp when I . ,.sould. • I was to inf..)rm taho RoiLs Foreign tilnister

ediatoly of the .1 sontial content of the discutsion and to aquaint him
with the decisions reached, so that Ribbc.ntrop could give .tho official worle,
ing. on the Matter to the Count, and oo co. . or Hizamier with Hitler.	 •

•..•.•
•. ..± noct info=ed Kaltonbrunner of tl . pesitive results of the

conversation; an he irvaodiately began t•• ronroaah Du • for Intl:ion:31ns
Hirnlor far too n tro,;,:ily in favour of Co-nt Bornadotto e.nd tho
of his • visherk . Ho imedio.toly drew Grui...lenfr.ohror kiuellor Into the

•• discussion, who on 3G-voral points brought up t.ho suppoeudl,y insuperable
difficulties -ontailed.in tho.practical carrying-out Of the natter, and
finany announcod his opinion: "This ent :..re mi.ttor is litafx.iani bocause
I cm not in a•noeitiort to provide lorrit... erul potrol to drivo those widely
ocattored Danish and.Norwogian'prisoncrE Notint: can bo done. •
rogarding comp Noucr_eacrae as thc caap is nomplutoly• ovcrerondod. • It
is always the. some IAlora so-called...politicians spin thoir talos toIfixisa-: ler."'
I repudiated the objgction rcgarding tht. lorrica and. petrol, explaining
that :Sweden aould . provido those. Owing to thc. st.-ifbaoss of lay suggestion
Mueller. `e,grood, . without fully considoring the ilications, I .. stated . .
further i :that the Rcichs.Ibreign Ninistor, who also wishrei t3 rOCO#0.
Count.•,Barnadottc, ,should be infomod of . this pot, so 1h.t Bibbontrop
could, so to dpeak, put. it to the Count C3 C. Guitlarl 3tIggeltiOn to help, in
putting:the 'plan through.. • 	also telenaho44 itracia=toly to Standarton- .
,fuchr.cr Ar..-Brantit, so that Ni -vril  er should know. of the,pxtension of the

Csa...the no tlayllcr again:began:to remonstrate	 .
• Xoltenbrainnor shout, the	 saying that the Germans, and. abovo all the
: ookintless coluans of refugees could not be expuote rl to hav.:..to watch
• Sfrpdiah,.Rad.. Crci.ss ..oranibusea driving past .them with .prizonera... _The' •,

• - • iiiitiation..onee again •gratt •critical an 	 iiol pl.-La :was oncluvcrad.,.,.sinee
	 e.v eonztidered. thio objection very impartemt . • ... I removed it . by :*
=Mast ing...;tbat •tb.. itlranspor.ts -should on, bc: • ,-:11ei•facV to travel by • night . • : .
and declarod:raynelf ready ..to.• provide the persona:431 to ensure the observanoe •
!i#. .this•Fagrecricitt.:from-47 . Crjr1 ..d.cpartilOnt. 	 '	 •	 : •	 • •	 • •

, . ; This mtroduct ion of personnel loyal to no
• -fryit....of. +316	 L..tho marty`•••

tho ..BwOdisk:Rod . Crois -,..w'as ,.traneporting	 p"orr_ei3.14n ,,....}bli4k.Larid
Jowish prisoners,.; introduced iso•-much . unocr.to.intY . lin.the'..iteuing •-of ;•;..
ordcrs, that the camp 	  -lien prc3s.t by them, wru prevontcd

'' .#,Opil'co s.i0i4hg out thc .:"ord.ers . ot4he . -	 •lnitreat..ions. •••
horoforo which, e.o it iliturittecl.... out were issued by Kaltonbrwmo end othsr

• .ii.iriror •aota.C•440...:7-•••••••.::.Tho,•••oroblOp....of :crierc oing,,in-Ife4:aganme...Carip;
gcttin the transports through,, of thO S' ' dish Red Cross ,'•es • right to • •
Visit the . obriote,. .of. ..issUing visas to 	 to..thosee:cit ,journey
Hicaaler 'had. adrood tht also to collective transport;. ail called for 'a

• .

E
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considerablc nuount of tact and work to U.Dreor.u: tha refractoriness and
offensiveness of  ulv7iliing police otLioialci, Theao things will be
reportod separately in the .1.mendix. (Py mr ..eartner t Goring) . •

It aay suffice at this point, if I refcr to my, so to speak, bust
witness in this whole mattifT, Count Bernadotte hinsulf. Be knows/un-
much resistance, allost chicanery, it ecel; to solve the huuanitarian
questions invelve4 0.iid thus to free Ger . -ny andflicrhaps-, theroby EUropo
from this var.

.24 that tile,	 I had a serious onvcrsr:tn with Mrimler as I.had.
so ofton. It tms oncr a uilitary conforenos of hia :Genurals at Lriny.
Group Vistula that I sAlt to hin the approcching brealo.,up of tic% keidh as
an almost inevitablo event, and I tvlore. him at least to use the hand of
8wodons by acting on his own, to convoy :hr; Gorman wrack into the harboer
of peace, before it capsized. I sugge,%ed.to him he ,-tight ask Count
ikirnadotte to fly to General Eisenhower '10 convey an offer of capitulation
from filmier. Lfte ..... a. very excitod discussion, in whidh I also made it
clear to Blanler, that I'considered his place to be in Perlin and not as
the C. in C. of an ',a...my Group, to which Bitior's entourage had appointed
hiln fey the 'second timo in order to keep him awny. from Hitler. I made him
the definito duggestion, that ho should r.:turn as quickly as possible to

Berlin; -and there sk.t about making preparations for a peace on his awn,
with or without the use of violence. Bimaer gave in to my'insistence
and gave no that night the fullest potors to talk to the Count. Tho next
day he rang me up. and began to take back everything, obviously being
influenced-by the "Besse" action in Stocnolm, and merely pernittod me.
to keep in good touea with the Count and net his, circuuntancos
,pormitting, to fly to General Eisonhower =his on imitative. Item
then on,- it wes'tho beginning of March, there began ft daily oxchango of
telophone• convorsations between . Bimaler and myaolf. Neithor
Kaltewbrupncr nor Bimmlors entourage took riuch natio:. of this. It
Was .a fight, in Which I fought like a Devil fighting for a soul.

•
.I'had gill= Count Bornadottt a compa .latively wide insight into this

silent qumrrol. Lftor'long discussions ye agreed, that as soon an
Binaler finally brou6ht himself to act, : should jet into tuuc4 with
hin innediately.	 ivon then it was my 1.1.tention to fly with him nyself to
General Eierelhowor. Uhfortunatciy I W4s unable to bring H3m:1o! to •
made adboinive	 Ny arrangements reith Count Pernadotte Wont so far,
that mere -the Reich area to be split, as ....as possible, end Rimmitr,
circumstances peruitting, to fly to the 'South with. mc. I Should still bo
able to get-to . the Count via the Swedish :Tegation . in Switzerland.

Count Bernadotte, went trice ; lore 77, -,A no to / tinnier.. Once it was
exclusively on Swedish Rod Cross busine.. Tho last visit will be dealt'
with later. It is of interest to renember that during the second
visit there was a long discussion on the ling of Belgium and his fanny and
his place of residence, and that at the .urgent request of the Count on
4A I again brought up the mtter , with the result that Ehltenbrunner in
the Southern aroa was ordered to take Ring Leopold without akaA,5% to the
Swiss frontier and hed him over to the Swiss , authoritios.- Ealtenbrunner
appeared not to cOmply with this order, that :is, I could not then check *
UD on tfie outcome, because I was constantly shiftingebout...

Lmongst other things about his convc-sation with -the6Roiahs Fbreign.
Minister Ribbentrop tho Count told neOhat he hod seldom been Able to
Get a word in. Adbbentrop had stated his opinion of the political-situation.
and seid that, if the Western Ebwors w6re to have no eeinsideration for her, .
Germany would just become bolshevistic. Ribbontrop had:amongstother
things, rw.de the interesting statonent that he s.Ribeentrer, had started
to try to get into conversation with the 'lesturn Ibl:ers through his own
private channels in Otockholu. 	 That he should say this to. hin sconed
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very 8.4•enge to the °Quilt'. I must have sounded, in uy opinion, like an
insult, especially r..s it afterwards cum out, that it -..os a question of
tho "Hesse" a.otir3oui

•••■•■•••■•••••••■••••••••■•••••••••■■••■•

It Id11 give a particularly good. pieuo.:.. f:	 thu fir,ht I had been making
. 'for the last yerrs and Weeks, it I attempt tl sk..tch the. efforts I made

despite all previous vain attompts to bri•Ift, r ..bout sone solution of the
JOT:J.5h que..ition in Clamany • r• that is to ve, Jot° speak, at the last
;minute those Jews still alive in Germany

is 4.1ready in 194.3 had both us( d and helpsrd Herr liedizinalrat
Kereten, Hif•rni  or 1 p parsonal doctor, in many insumitarian questions.
We had early discessed the possibilities of achieving a hutumitarian
solution of the Jewish question in Germany. His relations with Mtnler
were entirely personal, which TJAS most roeful in influencing him to pass
our huinanitarian projects. ilfter he i;.•5 going to Sweden and was Only
temporarily in Gormaay, I did. not let n■ personal connection with him be
broken off s so as not to lose this means of influencing HiAmp.er. •

2.	 . the end of October 1944 I arrcomged a meting between Her
• Zatbundospro.4sitiont '4uny &rad tda'•sons end Hin.ra.ler. • I took Her

atbundespraasident Ilisy to see Rimier at ViLiyllw.t, v;here he •zas conduoting.
business in the outheast. Wring the journey frOra Berlin to Vienna via
Bredlau . 'as on the previous evening, I had on opportunity to discuss
thOroughly-with hin the principles of the •)... rtdch question in Germany.
I. told him that I. had. had. no. part in the events .of •the lost fe'&. years and •
had no direct. inf'luence. at all. Ho . 00u.ld not, therefore, ..oxpoot • any .
concrete. help from me: such as thoir release from imprisorrient, etc:

. Herr .i..ltbundeepraesident Musy was obvipusly aware• of my attitude to
tho Jewish question. He fully undcrstoed mtposition end appreciated
my silnt efforts to do good in individual cases. •' have been tho

• protector of may Je...ish families, of many	 aus and of mixrld
douplea • .The Cassel . family and . Major a. D. Schaidt r.ro ext+.4.01cs . • He krwm•
.uy every isrptudence endangered not only me. own life, but what-R1 .4.0 more .

• Important to me, my into and children. Ho was astounded to learn that he
was -better aquainted with many things	 I, and the insig,ht• T. then gave

. him into the structure of the State -. a ,..clainistration showed .hia how
deliberately the . "Systera" isolated the _nrlividual ana his °work,. the.
realisation. of .Tihieh only 'game • to one s2owly, since the ..Izegimo

StrAC and..",!:.r.ty were cach playe,-. off ,against..ttio other.. Ho
realised, , too that:01.ough I had obviously rt.:mined • ."Trusttbrthy "
far as - the . State. \as. concerned, I had lailterIy . becove •"Llitrustworthy"".
in the•••ey,er..7.•:Jf•z. the Party. hicirt...rohy..„ 	 .•

•
It Was,. as .Ine can see, my strengt , as nen r, my- weakness, ,that I

had never woisessed enough power againal..,Knitcribrunner r.nd his .frienda.

his first • conversr.tionIT-ith . HirmileT .I. Herr ...ltbune..espro.esid.ent'
liusy discuised the claestion of a final settlement of the Jewish
problem_ and. urged Hituler at great length ve free, at la.sit the jCITS still
.3mPrisuned in_Gormany. • The nossibility.....b.3 also discus 	 natd,if
such a pettlmicrit 	 earried- through, Germany 'sbiluld -receive tractorsi
lorries and in cort.in circumstgnees foreigi oxchtztge, for a defini.te
ni.tnller of. JeT.-S	 Hi.m.le..r had obvi.ously de•. :sruiptx1 on having this as a

....result a ...,rcvious undortakinwl, of -..thich I, had no idua -	 .

•...Jeisa-Konscrn,•the activities of Stanclartenfachrer Bucher ith Sali
Meyer etc. I 1..lade no secret of thd far. ': that in Iv opinion this	 a
cor.reletc.ly irosrib1 c attitude of	 'o. Herr atbundosoraeoid.ont
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Musy did not oppose it, so as not to destroy the baais for further
'discussion. Here, too, I studied. Hinraler. In his tactics he was as
changeable as a cha-oaloon and one had to 1.-1. , i;e11 hira carefully in order to be
able to get on with him Ett all. • -es I honly discussed questions of
foreign policy with hin for ye: rs, I had not come . up against this before.
I noticed that even in 1944. he obviously. did .net .consider the solution of
the Jewish question-, as a matter of foreign policy, but oore • e.s a question of
intern/Al politics in-tel: ..tion to the Party clique on one side and to the
Ikehrer on the .other. There s no doubt s : 3r so I felt, that he wished
to free himself from the chains of the pc. ,3-k, but he had not the ceure.ge to
take any a:leis:to step... I think that he • :oneidered the solution I proposall
to be tto moral one, but coe.sidurations w . internal politics truie him
bring up the question of a quid pro Quo, •.,ften in an ugly 1-ro.y. I explained
the internal problcsas involved to Herr J. bbUndesprucaident Musy, as well as
I understood thezas

The question of en agrei.ment betwee. , the Laerican and Swiss Governments,
whereby • Switzorlend .aa tote declared a T3..ansit State. Generally spealcing
this	 just a -;.:-uparatory discussion, although questions of principle

wore toui3hod -on. Nothing was definitely fixed, as Herr Lltbundesprac.sident
11.usy wished first to settle its wider i...,plications with the Jewieh

organisation. On parting, I left Horr atbundespraesident Musy in no
*doubt, that I, personally, would do ever thing to see that the solution

.. of the problem was in no circumstances cic. epundent on. Llaterial gain.
The only thing possible to ask for in this connection, would be certain
Political agreements, Herr 4.1tbundospraesident /kw ap-oed with my
standpOint.'

• Mbraler requestod me to maintain contast with. Barr _j.tb/nulospraesident
Muey and to assist hiu with the competent Utate police Offices in the
freeing of - individual Jews and Frenchmen which had been agreed to. I
next got into touch with tkuppunfuehrer Mueller, Chief of the Gestapo, and
requesteepermission to be allowed to conoern myself personally with these
prisoners: • Mueller refused this, on the rg-ounds that I was not a member of
the Gee:tape and could not therefore be allowod insight into internal servim
procedure. He referred at; to the cowet-ent officers in the individual .•

state police offices end merely allewed m-; to get in touch with those. In
this way I menag,cd to trace the prisonere end to obtain 'for -stns.; bettor

semi:iodation and: food, the right to roc:el:re parcels from abroad; and for
others civilian clothes, accouodation in hotels end their despatch
abroad	 T.horel,• am:4er Pottcnberi:,	 Lbrukobaum,
Rosenberg, It., Stiasonyi Helene Stein - This entailed endless finniCky
doo.lings %iith tho off ices of the State p	 ..

• Daring tho u second conversation on' 12/1/19/15 ut 7i1.(lbad/Sollwarzwold
between Hixiler and Herr,..11tbunclespraosiLent ilusy thc fol.loNfing tleoisiona
wore arrived v.t; thanks- to i.or tive intervention:.	 .

1. Every fortnight 1 train :/i.th about- 1200 Jets would leave for
Switzerland, travel conditions, food etc to bc as good us possible.

_
40 • 3:nat tic jewish organisations, with which Herr

Altbundespraesident Musy worked, should actively support -the settImeent of
the Jewish. probIera -permitted by Etriler, i h the abject of initiating' a
fundamental Change in • wmrld anti-German -Orcrusganda.

3.	 ey suggestion it -.wis agreed that there should no longer-be.
any uonetary payment made, but that a definite sum per train'sheuld be
tranefexred to and held in trust by, -Herr .eltbundespraosident Musy, of
which %.e should . ..La-tux have free use. Himalcr started by speaking of using,
this uonoy for tractors, cars, aedioal supplies or similar things, but

let mc persuade him tha this uonuy must be handed over to the	 •
InternatioLl Pod Cross.



The dcopatch of the first Ja•ain weni through zit the beginning of
February and workcd.oplendiclly. 	 Herr ....ebunc.:.elspr:. ‘,..sident Kusy produccd
the publicity that 4 been al;rccd upon for exam:.?lo the state:aunt by
President von Steiger of Borne, and the joy York Tines' article of 8/2
etc. and also the 1.)rouf that 5000 Stris. frzaiou had becn clopositua Tr-1th
hira as trustee - en., of Fobruz...ry 1945 -

Cn this last :ooint I inforuod Herr ..I'lt"..d.rfa.dospro.esident :eiuoy both at
the end of February :ad again in the midc1. 14 of .e.a ..zch that it had been
clooidod on Hiaaler's-aut.hority that thi. iuu aod those to ceuo at thc end
of thc • enderteking alinuld be given to t Int.rnt:tional lied Cross.

I also inforaca	 Korstcn of this duoisi....n, those help I had
onlisted in influencing likuler towards c solution of the Juvish problem,
then ho Was there in .Larch. Tlifortunately Kaltenbrunner got Hitler to
stop any further tre.esport 6f trains to Swii;zeiland. Hitler forbad
any Gorman, under. throat of denth, to help not only one . Jew .raore, but
.intoresting3g enougl also any laacrico.n or aiglioh P.0 	 to cross the
frontier. • • . Each . att ,.;.•apt was to be reported to hi..1 persona:ay,.

Hitler was sho-...1 a *do-cyphered report from a do Gaulle agency in Spain.
in. which it -.:us ; asserted., that mirinler, through his deputy 3chellcnberas
had .macle a dcal with Ilea* ;j.tbundcspraesi.lent Haw to obtain right of
asylum for 250 . "Nazi-lcadGra n in Suitserlant:. - This obvioils lie all the
some raade Hitler isev.o the: above ordur, one. it had unplcasont resulto
for rae • personally. latbundespracsident jusy	 crtreacly distrodsod.'

, that: hi S Under-641k; had boon stopped and in • ky pr..sence shed teats of
anger and cit. bitter i,iisap:■oinont. rming his last visit to Berlin we
dm:idea together to make one final - effort. I ouegc:sted to Hinailer, hr.;
should aSk the Western lbwc=s. for a I.-day tracc, on land zind- in the air',
in ordor.te,uso 'this , tine to conduct all Jelin and •other foreima.
prisoners ...in , an orderly manner through	 front lines • • and thus 'show
Geruenyllt;.4. 1geod 	. 'brought the 1, •.:aci. of the P.	 . •	 . ..;	 •	 .	 .ackiinistration,.,ObergrupPeauciu-er Berger, into this project. ,Borger had
•3..Ws le:id...drent.s.tore-by ny opinion and as:a result . of .py ,..tdrics and.

his not pasiing on mny. of Hitler t e ordors, .had saved the.	 of..:i.housands
ltbundespraesidont Amy and I .- thought that if such •a 4.-dry tilice was

agreed toi,. -as. ;MS to .b be okpccted,. we would approach the Aalics -7.1.th the .
offer not through- the -press ctc. but st- :iously through official channels,
which,. in .certain.eircurastences, might :; cad beyond the . roscize of those
pocip. 	 to ,dliaussion 'of a. compro.iiso, which uld be tip eVerybody . -
benefit. filmier did. not have he courage - tO disbuse thLs. patter
with; Hitler. Personally obviously agreeing with the plan, 'he consulted
the chicf . of the . -"Cemarille.". rthich -surrounc:ed Hitler, Kaltenbrunner, -•
who. then -'indicated his refusal bv. saying to :ae: It} 	 become .
on: idiot.", z.. That TittS, -on .3-/11./194.5. 	 •

.Hcrr....41tbundesispracsiclont. and I wcrergreed I that, thore was only one
thing left.:tO:;befLd'Orio to persuade Mauler to - give; strict- orders, in view,.ok',
the re.pidiY. kl6-teriorating	 s itu.71.tio4	 no furthc.r
concentration. ccuopsi which could,:eXpect! to be overrun- s.hotd1 b c e4o.Ousited.
. Hirseler , gatte in after a lor_ft 	 .thc ;support
of Herr ...Kers-ten,	 .by :Urging; of Hir1or..fri thcStookho3ri :end, ,-that.;:thei_,.
camps should not -tho.

•

decided.	 ;to do this and that it lic.s1H4iiier ' express fequadt that ` :it'
sheuld
. 

be'7"transatttec7 -•without ,cielay,.;;Ao,Goneral EisordioNeer."
datbundeipiaesiclont	 inspitc of .:1icin3- , over 70, started of .1*,.(*-r::,:the'
sem& night, -. Cind.:inforrace. me three days 3 -.ter, that *dashington , had receiVed.-
the -report	 roaCtod* favourohly. ...3.T.ounclosoraesii.lent Edsy imdediatelY
sent the Oar back from 'S-idtzerli..xiti ith ais, son to oolleot some 'Jews,

hira by ,Hiaalor hta.self, • froa	 :(Bernard Baaberg,

On 7,4 I i.as able to inform Herr idtbunelespriiosident that it had. been
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Bornholm do Villicrs) Musy junior reportod to the GL.un.nt end .was badly
mceived, and D.ti he caw the approaching evrxmation of the cop, came to me
in Berlin on 10,4 thoroughly disgusted.

I had really believed that HimmDor i c ori :inal ardor would be carried
out utatever happened. Lfter ifusy I s disclosure I wont into the wholo
question, altliowjh I nyself har. absolutely', nothing to do 	 thee°
police ar.tters. ,I.'found. out that Hiuulei, tis'a' result of countless
intrigues, once again was completely disc. :eait r.dwith Hitler, and that orders
had been given through Kaltonbrunner to cvaouate all coups cgain. So far
the stato of affairs tiD.:3 plain. Now I t still uncertain, how einttcrh
stood in regard. to the P.o.V: comps..	 cleared this up with Berger, who,
in oontrazt to Maltenbrunner, had not paused .1n tho order for tho fresh
evacuation of P.ø.% camps. I co'rplain3d of tb.o -.hole situation in a
blits-tolophone call to PH:roar, ;tho uas obviously very disconoexted by
the extent to uhich ■Jrders wore by-pc.ssing him, and ha promised me to act.
.41 hour later I spol:e to Dr. Brandt on this queetion, end. ho assured me 	 •
that Himuler was cloing evcrything possible, to onsur that his promise
that tho camps Should not be antotuctod Trall kopt. It was thanks to
Hinoler enorgctie intervention throughout thin period, as I mayvaall say at
this point ) that wo at least sum:ceded . 1 getting favourablo orders issued ...
and in prevonting.the worst offects of Kaltonbrunner l s and others contrary

orders, thus effeotively saving the lives of countless people. Hisalor
partioul.rly grataful to no for this,•whon Herr Karsten- came to vioit,
him with 'Her Masur, a ropresonfg.tive of Herr Stori3h of Stockholm, who
had the -authorisation of tho Jewish world con6mcoa to disouss matters with
Hieraler, as otherrriso ho Hirralar, would not have boon able to talk to thene
at all.

Since wo had met so often ."..1.tbundosprauSidont lia'isy and I were . on •
intimate terms. .• • Tic understood each othor 17011. Ha told me much Out
of his rich political b xpozicnco, while I took the' opportunity in return,
of explaining to him the burdensome • carer I had in my poiition. His
groat Underatanding 7.3:-..do it -easy for me to Oonfido in him all the difficultLea
of . the situation, in the hop() that, together, We. might _avoid as many of .
than .as osiiible. • • • He cnoe made the sugpostion that 'whatever happened
lierriot should be freed, a gesture which' L'ould doa rec 1 sorvico. to •
trance, :while it Smuld show that I had the political situation at my
fingertips. atbundosprensidezit Musy was prepared to intervene
in Iondon, so important did ho consider . the question: • I discussed the
matter with Hixxil.e.r., •...tio sharply turned it dams, obviously aftor taking
Raltenbrunner advice.

.-
L11 this tine Various other Swiss lirionds wero • continuously

requesting that the former Ministor, Rtxratiii , bo freed, but nothing come.
of it) bet:sumo of .1Calten.brunnOr i s opposition.. . I. tried at .least to.ho.ve

. ,th&rclativOS:•Of Goniral Giratid sent to ' one of ray Saise .friends, who

..?0o4d7:..p.:040",theio 	 their Way, but	 various attempts. to do.. so failed.
of syst clio.ticiprossuXe; : on •ittliamler	 .

thoiahess of
..1'hcd nofldiffià . . .	 .

oàbôratcgo 4..thitii Matter- an.r,.e.ISO
'...Gonere.12:Giraud--.sent-•••„ .

• me porsOneI	 of therikA' but. unfortunately this Ia no longer in
my pcidsotielon..•.

To round off the complete picture, the following Etill-romains to
be mentioned...

Through several Swiss friencLs I was in contact with tho Prosiclont
of the International Red Cross, Profcosor Dr. Burkhardt. He, also,
was obviously striving to make Germany adopt a generous attitude on '
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the question bf political prisoner:, particularly those of Pronch and
Polish nationality,	 U. as on the Jc.,Ish question. He t)ld a
oertain German friend of his in zid-ifarch, that hc consid.ered it would .
be a good thing, if he could neetlor once.. I worked on Maliler for
seVoral days to got him to write to Pro'''. Lurkhordt ana sweat a date

for meeting. Rimier kept putting off 	 a definite UCIcision,
then discussed it	 Kaltonbrunner an. uot hia to ask Hitler, if he -
!limale.' - might illOC:t Prof.. Burkhardt. Liit, .3r refused this categorical::y.
fbr tactical reamins I suggested to Hitan ler that he should authorize
ICaltenbrunner or Arself to e.ot. Himmler	 on Kaltenbrunner, in
order thus to _cover hinoelf rrith Hitler. Ka.ltenbnlnner informed me of
this decision and instructed ma to prepart. letter to be sent to
President Burkhardt. Min' I did. Kaltonbrunner covered himself, on
Hiizlor'a orders, by. informing Ribbentrop. Kaltenbrunner 'a and HiLnaleri

*■ ingi that,. if the meeting should bectee:e oublio kne-..led,ge through the
. ,••-esa, they could tell Hitler, that it was ..R.Ibbentrop who un.s resnonsibio
fcr the iitt. ltesident .Burthardt .reaCted favourably to the letter.
L. discussion ig1.13 held between Pr,esident Burkhardt and Kaltunbrunner, for
uhich I prepared all the mate ialtom the (lens= side. President .
I3urkhardt as obviously very pleased with the outdome of the oonversation.
an it meant for hir.i the beginning of the International . Red Cross's at

last taking a decisive hand in the many pending questions concerning
political arinonors, as well as Ps.o.W. Be confirmed the
conversation in a Loug letter and up:de concrete .suggestimi on' the

•procedure to be adopted, aocording to catet;ory and urgency, in the
cxqiiange . o prisoner of all nations. Yr..en shown this letter,
KaltenbrLumer declared that it Igts far to concretely forme2ated. It
was a particularly skillful, legally dr 	 letter, whose individual

proposals he could not fulfill at all. He declared himself only
prepared, in order ta save o.ppearancea, :A,. allow the International. Red
Cross, rrith Hi:micr o s permission, to take a ivrgish number of Wench 	 .
women from Itwensbruock. Kaltenbrunner kept me in general from having
anything, to do'vith putting this through, in order to arcvent me contintita.-
ua.Uy- pressing for an answer to Burkhardt's letter.. I again drew . •
Himmlor l s.attontion to thin matter, and oiinted out how Professor	 .
Burkhardt must lose confidence in us if 'Lis letter were not r, plied to,
and 'delaying tactics used etc. TrirrIl ez could not be moved to take the
matter energetically in hand. T could only fob my friends in Switzerland
off with what ner.:3 I had., as from then on any further meens of contact
7naa closed to ,me. Thus ttso attempts, too, to solve these luonnitarian
problems on this basis, was destroyed.

.	 ."Cie . final imnortant point that needs . to be strc.ssed is that of my
work together ye ith Count Bernadette, particularly on the Jewish question.
Notwithstanding that the Count's mission wtts in connection Ilith the
Danish and NOrmeir-n question, a very. delicate one, ho Count: had.'
intervened in .the Jewish question during his conversations, and had
drawn attention to the importance of ixapre .ving the situation of the
Jewish inmates . of the camp. Count 'Bernadotte had skillfully managecl.
to 'set • the .Danish. Jew,. out. With the backing of the Count 1:s,author.ity
I as 	 insist on an alleviation...of- the treatment of tha,.Tars.:-

, rtlri rt Cr . hlq nntrpo tfiny q	 Eirtatar _ the ", Count • be. (3. : always acethasized..,:
and.;Oquented, :that the .11 ows ,should 'recoil:a better .treatnent.', ;Hare,.
tOa, , we tried i."0',-OCiliove a. Ceemplete'•sektloiaent:': The diStoussioiOietween

Count and . Himialer at the encY.ef March .and thuljeginning.
1945 was of .partiOular significance .. Lftor a '.clotailed coratersatien -
Hiinaler.:prenised the Count that on the .a ...;proach of •the allies the
.ceMPS bre,not to be evacuated, and ouL. bo  'nanded over to the latter
in good ord-or, an .,artaoular Bergen . Belsen,. Iktehenwal.d. and
TheresienStadt i ....as also the camps situated.ia Southern
.,Thin-: oorrVersationbrOught the seese.W . ,of.'cOntroirersY to an end and
'enabled. mc .;thereafter • ta Point out to iiirrAor, that he had made a
pidmise to the Count and • this must be .kert .. • Even if it was. not

••
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possiblo to save all tho imatus, a large port of thou wcme Saved,
•ahioh I Van only able to adhieve, bcoause I naa always WAG to fall
back upon Thu	 given to the COuat.

On 214 I vas vt last able to sot in motion thy rolease of tho
Josiah and other Irioen from Ravonsbruck, 17.anks to the last discussion
bctuuon the Count.and Biunler. Biomlor	 domestic: powers
to act ar I thought the ciroumotancos das...,a1:4:!•• •

I took all tha:e wan:plus to exp.mn . to himmlcr again and again
the oopplete mutual= of the situatioxi . snit warned hiu that for his
hcsitant attitude ono obvious blindnoss he lauld one day bO held
responsible buflro history for having un lancured thm wholu bikogical
substance of tho Gaman poople. In our -any discussions he always
coanterod this by saying that he had built up the Order of the SS .on the
prindiplo of loyalty, rind that he was not in a position to break this
principle, as othorwiho ho would dostro; his own principle. I explained

in long disoouroos. that 'the Order of 1 . 'e 3S pmasured agsinst tho
1.fe of a nation Vas only a mall adetic", and that the 'hole Gmroun
people, aftor. its inhuman sufferings expocitcaot last a rational act of
deliverance, end in fact =whim as the man -4ho, so far, oollectcd no
riches for himself. The answer ons alwaya the paac: "SO you aro
domandiag that I should sot aside the NUphror", Thorc were times %ton
the answer 'could not bo "roe", as othoraisu I ran the risk of being se::
aside myself, eapec:ally as the influence of Grupponfeehrer Fogelein s •
Kaltenbrunner, Oberaturmbannfuchrtr SKOBZENY. ani! co. wail often still too
powerful, particularly in viow of their right of direct referonco to
Batler - Frau lOgelefal is thm sister of Evt hraun, Hitlur s a friund.	 •
Xaltenbrunner and Skorseny were frionda cf both vouon.

Rtnller often. spoke during these convercations of Bitler's
deteriorating hcalth. To ray retort, hou was it then, that he still
hnd so ouch influoneei Birtalor replied, that his enorgy was undirainishod;
the complctely . unnatural life hc leads -turning night into day and.

slooping at most 3 - 4 hours; his continuous aotivitY. and constant	 •
outbursts of fury, crupletcly exhausted his cntouxnge and created an
unbearoblo atmosphore. • I often suggested that perhaps the attappt of.
July 20th hod, after all) injured Bitler's haalth, particularly his head.
Bimmlor thought this possible. Bb melff.ioned, above ail, the constant
stoop, the pale visage and the severe traabling of his loft aria and tka%
operation on Hitlor'n par -.thich took:place in november, obviously as
the result of the concussion of the bra. :. hu had received. Ea soeut
oight days in bed in NOvedbar. -

As a result of this, M opokc at the bcg5nning bf a.pril to my friend
the Director of the Ehysdh. Dept. of th Charite, Frof. do Crinis.
I brought up the Aatter of Bitior's hoa,th, -Jhercupon ho spontaneously
answered: "I on of: the opinion, that Ittlor i o etya.plotely crippled .
marsponts, which I.bbsorvcd in pictures on thp News, are, the visible
sips of FOrkinoWe'diseaso..." Isirangod a mooting . betwoon Bicolor
and de Crluia. , - . .Hirrilerbrotight, along BeiahsgopUndhoitsfuehror
(Beinhaiimilthloader) , , Conti to,the . t4eetlog._	 listeriod S.
theirstatesonta aade Crinis later'informodmo, -with great. intercst
and conaidorahleunderstanding*:

13th 4.zm•il 120.

Soveral days latcr, on 134, Hirr0..cm ..had.me Good to Geo Mil at.
Bbstrow, uhere r,c vz.lked in the woods andhc Said to me: "Sehullonbarg,

' I belicvo nothiag.poro °an be done* withl4tlor. . Do you tninkcie.Crinis
is richt?". I answorcd; ."Yos,	 tic:: I have not soon Hitler fox'
over to years, but from all I havc seen of his actions recently, inclines
me to 'think, that thc last momcnt for yoa to act has now canc."
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'I took this opportunity of pointing out to hia the necessity of a
radical solution of tho Jewish aucstion, an he had proainud atbundes-
praesident Musy in Suatedbor. Wc ontioned Hurr Karatan, and the
posiibility of his coming with Herr Storuh to r:urnany in the noxt fow
days to discuss tho 4.7 7,1sh problua with Kt:01er personally. Ls tho
visit had alrot.dy been sofT,ested, whilo Hizaler .;:as still unable to
bring hinself to givu a definite answer, i explainod to hia, that both
out Of rCgard for Herr Kerstun, as for th- buoic considerations, the date
of the visit.coUld not be put off any longer. iliaalur fait how	 .t.
fundanontal a step such a aneting with Herr Starch, later Mnsur,

would be, how it would oonstitute an act, that aust hi-ve
Ocansequcnbes for bin during Bitter's lifoLine, as Well in regard to his
Party bollcaguoa, as also for the ;lbws. This was ono of the reasons 	 •
for his constant vaoill-tion. I armour !d him in uvory way, to avail
himself of the discussion, perhaps only. oocLuse I felt that this
discussion might one day be of syrbolic inportrulne. Himmler said: yea,
he rats prepared to do this, but if Khlteuhrunnor should .discovor it, it
would be almost iapossiblo to carry it out, as hu would then be complet4
dupendant on Kaltaabrunner who could report it to Hitlor at any time.
I suggested to Biamler, that as Kaltontrustor had alroady had himself
sont by Hitlar to tho Ostaark, this ihauoxibu repeated on some pretext
or other end the maating witbStorch coc:4 then take piano at' Harr
Karsten's. estate.	 •

Hina/ar was in great uental distress. Evan openly ho had boon
almost completely thrown over by the PUahrer - Eitler had ordered, at
Pagaloia s s sumeattan,the Laibstandarte "Ldulf Hitler" to takeoft their
azabandi as a.0	 couriag puniihment - He sag,. that I was the only one
besides, perhaps, .itandartonfuehrer Dr. Branftt, that he could
capplatoiy trust. Awl:: should ho do? ' He could:not kill Hitler,
could not poison him, or arrest him in the Obanocilry, as tho whole
military'nedhine would then cone to a standstill. I explained.thetall
thie waii • or'no AmL)ortanc6, he had uniy'two posaibilitios, either to go
to Hitler's& openly inforn hia of all that that had happonod during the
last years and persuado hia .to resiga. Hitler retorted, that woUldbo
completely impOssiblo, Hitler would gat into ona of his rages, and shoot
him out of hand. I replied: "TherefOre nne oast protect oneself from
thie; lbwhave enaqgh high SS-loaders, %six) .:ro in a position to prepare
and Garry out such surprisb arrests', and if there's no other was, thb

doctors must intarvano. w Our viik last& 4 hours.' Hiaaler was
orablo to roach any decision, but wished o bring together Prof. do.
Orinisi Prof. Hamill, Hitler's physician. Et. Stumpfegger, the
sodond Et. an SS-FhOhrer and dormann.	 •

'I asked Professor de Crinis about t •Al result toodays later, he said
with disappointaent, that he had discuisulthe :quota.= of the 'probable

• Psrkinsca lediseaso pc:!ticularly with Dr. 3tunpfegger.. Dr. Stumpfeggar
tsui-notboon.e . thu smmu opinion; but had tad to adait many of his •
-arguElents; 'Mfitiy had agraed on certain todicines. ' flc hail them
prdparmildbieclinicr Dr. Stuupfoggr: had, howevor, not sent for •than
Dr ...Stalpfeggar. 	 had'alsc.wanted toget	 it-ms•oulte possible

that It;. Stnapfoggoiimaxld never colloottho uedioinec, from his clinic
I inforaad Biamler of•thini . oho urgentiyiximed'uo • nevor to Say a wOrd. •

-about thosu :suitors.'.	 ,	 .	 .-	 •	 '
ZnothOr thing I pointed out to Fmr.roar wan the ionnelosaness of the

Wahrwolf.organinatiaorItdchtbuld only land tha Geraun people in =ire
.suffcring,:, :Thia örganiac.tion . would. :6penthe floods...toe Of crine.„-S.
Ovary oriainalWOUld claim it was-a"thtlonal'ddti.i. hddCd,tO this
was thc . irre6Onsible way .in Which thesethingh vera!mrphasized by
Germany, it:was . evenannohnised'over the . Doutschlandspadbr nth .
the gagho-Conitttion was thus voluntarily ronouncod; Z closed my'..
speech with the :words:. "Criminal and stupid." Hinaler was obviously
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. no wearied by this battle of willi with le, that after a passiaa%to
outburst, without paying any attention	 what I had said, he re?lied,
"I must consider, wIlothor I can do aaytb.nr; at all to clear tho matter
up".

In the daps following 134 - the date of our walk in the woods
all tho things ;I had , been we*ching for months . end , over which I had so
often struggled*WBIMlek, began to Movu 4011;lreathless speed.
Through a trustsMithY colleague from my office''Obstlt. von Invite -
I got in touch with Reidhafinanzainiater Graf Sohi .lerin von Irosigk	 .
during the first weeks of Lpri/. We had toveral conversations together
and agreed that the war 3ught to be brought to a speedy end, in order to
save as audh as possible of the biological substance of Germany.
Since I was able to ‘speak openly on these matters with ataaler at this
time, but von KrosigkW«, not, as Biaaler had quarrelled with earlier in
the year, .I brought the two together for 4 discussion in the afternoon of
19/4.

19th • i4ril 1945

' I lunched befor.lhand with Hammier, BJrger, Oburstuxubannfuehrer
Grothmann, and. Dr. Brandt. Bimmjer was very nervous. Berger
attempted to guide the conversation roura to the subject of Pegelein's
failure and the general seriousness of T -zo situation and Bitler's
reaction to it. Blmoler checked this and took the rind out of Berger's
sails by saying, that, such and such a Lituatim existed, he knew very
well, the only importantthing was how this could be alterzd, and obvious
he, Berger, had nothing new to say about that. Beror was put outp.and:'
only managed to make disconnected generf...1 conversation. Grothmann also
had a slight pqesage of arms with Ramie', because he pointed out, as was
hiscdnty, that the Walloon Division ur.1.-:r Dogrelle was no longer very.
reliable. Obergrupjonfuehrer Steiner Lad brought this to his notice...
Blmmler worked himself up over Steiner and geve various instructions,
Which Grothaann, ,rightly.defending Steiner.in this easc, misunderstood.,
and the whole thing resolved itself into a lengthy dincussion between'
than. -Biumlorwas by thou so juppy that be ended by asking me, what
he wanted to meetven Erosigk for; the meeting almost aid not take
plsce.

Reichsarbcitsministur Seldte was present, as well as Reichs-
finansminister Gulf Schwbrillia von Rrosigk. Van Krbaigk and Bina=
talked together alone, Whilst I and Seldti also withdrcvnte-talk things
over. Seldte was of the opinion, thatilimmler should take over the stab
powers, force Hitler on'his birthday to Lmadeast a manifesto to the
Germmapoople stating that a general election would be held, a second
Party formed and'the People's Courts dist:eased. Seldte discoursed for
over til0 hours an t..is eubjeot and then . started asking me, what Chances
I thought -a defiance of. the ilpino erea vrald have... To this I answered,
that I saw absolutely no hope from the military point of view, but that
it was only by some last, quiuk political action that anythihz, in the
circumstances, could be achieved... In ti.e_menntine the convere7Iti0n
between-.von Erosigkand hammier had finished.	 Ithen spoke . to vc)a
Itosigkvwho was Snryploased with his Liseussion with Barmier,.
although we both know that it was all far toe late and that therlo Isms
no longer any hope of 'success. 41 the same we kept to our ori.:5 inal
plan.

We tacn talked of Reichspraesident Von Bindenburg and several of
von Irosigk's experieneesWithhing 	 Ribbentropls:failure,
Von Erosigk urged me to go on influenci:g Bammler to risk the decistvo
step with Hitler or without - Von Erosifk, I believe, wrote a letter
to BimAlor the next day, in which ho roainded:hiin r.r:,ain of their
discussion, ana	 hi. to take decisive action, as he waS answoroblo
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to the critire	 pcople.. I asked von :c."..;Thil;:le. if Lc hr,d informed tho
Reichsfuehrer of all tho plans -;:c had 	 vi.	 1k•	 th..t he had,.
and had. laid perticular emphasis on th.

wt; drovo from Krosigk's horns to blionlychoit
for arranging the iiiScusnion with von KROSIcr.
my opinion, von IC.rosigk, as I had larom 	 - 1.Irc

person in Germany he could tlake Foreign

nimarler thankod me
told Himmlor, that in
time, -awl the. only

Backra Ithnirehon : the raia:tary report	 a very dup.cessing picture.
I urgently counsolletf' Hitraler not to travti.: .itu Berlin tho next clay for
Hitler's birthdaY. He did not, howevcr y 	. 0 a it 'doing so.
,Meanwhile Himraler, i .ay presence, repeated.'4 telephonec3. to Pegelain'ai
the lieichs Chanocllr:?, on railit.2 ..ry matters, J.zo the roport carao in that
Herr Korsten and ILrr Masur had rrived Toupolhof airf.l.eld and had left
for Hartswnade.	 Count Bernadotte wa.; erlso expected in Berlin at this

time, and there Izas d ,...nger that the two meetiniEs would overlap with the
military' situation s difricult, Hiuzler 	 me to drive to Harr Kersten,
that night and bcgir the first preliminarL • talks	 Herr Itasur and fix•.
a meotir...g for hiu with Hiaraer in Hartzwalde at a tine I considered
suitable.

ij'tdr crupper, which tn. had all togeth,:r, at Ikohenlychen, and at which
there was also Gobbhard, whom I cr:raplete:lv detest as a .i:erson, at'. a Doctor
I should not like to judge, I intentions." :.y brought up the question of
sending Berger to South Germany, in ord. ineo azaih to eophasizo the
kaportance of our action. I thought of 'F3-.J.-::er an foil to
Kaltenbrunner in the Vouthern ax'F:a, as I - .-)ra-oiLtoly :1ictrusted
Kaltenbrunner in ovary. rospect, and did nol; know if even my faraily
be safe froM.hin. 	 A.s far as I -..ns	 -.fluid only 'b.-, there
to keep me sare. Interestingly enough, r'e-aulor did not agroe, but
immediatei,y startod talking about Kalten1 -annex . : thou he now tried tip make
out as a .1,olitically wise and far-seoing ..nd vc:cy judicious man. It.om,
the coldness of my reaction he idas able, 	 always to	 my attitude,
however, it seece rl th .vb ray obvious disat'reer.rent only made hill hold forth
the More about Kaltenbrunner's alleged services in the old drqs.
Gobbhar e: blow nothing of my approaching journey to Hartzwalde, so I used
his ignorance, Lhich had to be maintained for reasons of coorecy, to put
an end to this discussion of "Kaltonbrunnor n , by hintirq: that my further
work of Cars night could scarcely be 	 ith 1.-satoxibrunnor
'political cleverness : . Hiriacr stoppcxl, finally and the subject :ia:1
changed.

Shortly before twnlve I took my lucxe, F. 	 malor 114d ordered
another bottle of ohava3ne - . contrary to Lis usual )r:tetict. - in order
to drink to Hitler's birthdr4 at midnight. We vent out of our 'awls
because -;.1 tried seveml short-cuts alone country laaos, z ..nd, finally just
before Bartmwaldo ue Jere hold -up by airorz.lt obviously eoQinc back froa
Berlin, which drooed flares. We arrived at Gut Burzvradc about C230.
Everyone pas alruady fast asleep.
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20th Lnril. 1945 

Airs I had to share a roma with Ecrr Karsten, we had an opportunity
of exchanging . a fort -..ords in thc morning al:out 0400 hours. He was very
annoyod over Biablor and his vacillating boh:tviour and and thourht
that a discussion between Mail= and Herr laour wuld hardly luad to
anything now, but all tho same this would be u way for himmloronce
again to show his "good will". Karsten ti . mi agaiu brouitt up the
sUbjcot of py negotiations with Herr iinsy ot.1 :aid that it had been
a good thing that thu settlobent of thu Joldt.lh rmoblou Ir.ta bean divorced
from monetary considerations and that, as I ro had heard from mo, tho money
dopositod Tins to -be ,-:.nded mix, to thu Inrwtional Rod Cross. I
explainod to NO= Kw:sten how diffichlt	 -dhcdc situation had became
for me just reccnt13•, but howl had triod by every noAns to have this
conference taka placo. I then at some lnicth dutailed Kaltenbrunnor/a
rocent behaviour, •:17ich Herr Eerston notvl. with ycat interost and
which, from hic kriorledce of the facts, he could continually confirm.

•	 In the morning of 2C.4.. at 09(10 hours - Herr Keret= had got up
oomcwhat earlier - I was woken up by the noiso of uircraft 'flying over-
head. Mile I was still shaving a hear r bobber had evidently dropped
a bobb over Bartzwaldo, which had fa-Um. about a km. away near a small-
guago railway. Net a :)leasent surprise for herr Nesur, with whom I
had breakfast and, afterwards, our firs- conforcnou. litav lasur vas at
first nomerhat nervous but thou I found - p-Ont of contact with him and
wo discussed frecly all the probluus that interestud us. I also elc.plainod
to Herr Ansur at fairly groat length why the :Amy business in Switzorland
could DP longor be continucd. BC regret .:ad this vry undh and said that
all the saw's he would bo intgrestod to 1 -.71 how such things took place in
Germany. In the early afternoon I weir; for a -walk in the wood with

Berr Wsur again, then he onquired about many things in Germany regarding
I:hid/2 I, as far as it vas Dessiblo, willinay gave himinformation
end oxplanations. Be laid great s',:ress on boing ablo to leave Berlin
again by planoYaatever happuned, at the lt.tcst by Monday. Bo could
not agree to any postoonaent of his acoting With Bammlur, as hc Tmuld
then regretfully have to deocrt, • without Irmin17 had thc talk,
Inc that Bioolor iLtendod postooning the talk •ain.and my task now was
to see that tho agreed date tr‘sadhorod to, under all cireuastanceo.

On by rcturn from the walk I -.7as runri up frau the avodish Ebbassy
whore Count Bernadotte as staying. The 1-tter told me that he ,:muld like
to talk to IttrinIer once again, but that he :mat, :ilatuver happencd,
loavoon the 21st, i.e. the next any, at OW hours in the morning.
His departure coed not be postponed uncle.- -my cironastances. The
task now was to brinc T14 . 3n1 er arid Herr ia ur to-cother and to'ack
CountTernadotto to a place-, %liar() he too calf:. talk Undisturbed with

1P-An1 or that night. I did hope, that oczytaing I )1%0:discussed with
the Count woUld now: at the very last utalte, he decgod u:oon. In
order to adhere to the final date Of . dorpl--%oro I had tho'Count takon to
pshor-hrr.yri i Tihors	 pp to be looked eter on av instructions.

I mysolfdrOve ::b:Jut 1700 :tours to !ostrow, to Zicthen oastlo,_ to
wait for Rilimier thore. Dir. Brandt tr5,C. in various ways to haston

doparturu from the Reid/ chane.11:ry in view' of tho time
fixed fer the mooting, but this was obviwnly iapossiblo becausc of an
air rid. Eimol.r did not reachl -thstrowtIll claost 2230 hours.
liven before sulrer I explainad the situa 4-lon re(,:arding Aasor and Count
Dernadotto to him and asked hit, above t . i.1 at last to use the channul of
Count Bernadotte and 7,-,ut an end to the -ar. The discussion lastcd
comparatively lonn, ')ecauso he-afain haL. :alubts r.bout the ,aoutieig with
Hasur. he did finally decit:o, however, to k2rive 	 nu to .thrtzwaido -
and, fvoa there in the same night to liehonahun to have breakfast with
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Count Bernadotte at 0600 hours. Hirr)%'' then outlined to me Trhat he •
wished to say to llasur. It was oseenti..2.1y a chronological surasary of
events with azi attempt at a skillful jusification. I asked him not to
speak of the "Karma" between the to pea .ler" nor of Weltanschauung etc.
which Herr last:: uould not be able properl,y to understand. It muld be
catch better not to speak of the pact, but instead to deteraine shortly and
precisely what had to be done to save those, the still c)uld be saved,
and. what he himself had to do, as the ne.n responsible for these things.
This was also what Herr Masur ' ,..tulted to '..car and in this way it mild be
a good. thing, if he -showed that, by the ,--easures ho was taking, he was
putting himself in open oontradiotion and disebedience to Hitler and his
entourage, this being what • he must now, at last, take upon himself to make
amends for his personal conduct. Hiallar wished to think over my advice.

21st ril, 1945 •	 .•
We loft.Wustrow for Bartzwaide about 1:15, with only a driver and

Dr. Brandt with us. We had to stop in a patch of wood on the way, ai.
there was much lorr flying activity in the area. • We were, however, able
to proceed after:qoarter of an hour without further hiteht We 'arrived at
Hartsswelde clout 2.30, after a short greeting the oonference•between
Herr lifasur and Himmler, and 'Herr Karsten and"gysel,f t sten. .11.1mmler
really led the conversation. • 'What he said ecounted to his shOwing that
he had vented to. solve the Jewish question by be.nichaent, bust this could. •
not be successfully inplemented, on the' one hand becauie of opposition free
the -world, but on the other hand because of opporition emong ourselves.
I had the feeling that the -conversation was correctly appreciated by Herr
Mazur in its individual parts. Viewed as a whole, hov.tver, it was only
an attempt to justify what I like • to call the cosmic outcome of the event".
Harr Mazur did not go into the individual points in detail, but raarely said •
after about three, quarters of an hour, tb.t. those ovlanations had been very
interesting, but that they did nothing to alter the actual situation. - He

was principal ly there in order to obtain hc following assurances:7 •

1 .) • That no more Jews wotildle allowed to be put to death,
which he had heard had. already been cIrdered. by /11.11er.- • •

.2) The present number of Jews, which was certainly not
accurately blown and dispu;able should, whatever
happened, be kept in the camps :ind no longer evacuated.
• •

3) That all camps in which there were still Jews should be •
'catalogued Enid- made known: • •	 • •

.	 •	 .
These points were agreed upon, •Iliamler 01-mys saying that he had

already ordered: - thin.* end that eirerything * Would .ba doneto . bring theae
problems 'to an teid in this *definite •claznier. He pointed cut the.' : . • • 	• •
diffiCUlties'ha had with Hitler hero. • The above-eueitioncd points were .
to be confirmed : in writing. • • ThisTe-s • disctumed .botreen He Keriten,	 •
tr. Brandt and litmalcir. I know that Hiceller wne also ready to release -
Jewish wee:en' friss Ravensbrdock-to Herr Xe.Ear;•"as . he 'had normissiezi :• freci-
Hitler tO rcsacrie all the 'Polish weezen froza -Bavonsbrueck. He had rse.id to•••
tie previously, that 'one -cOuld; very well :; let 'rthe JC`WiSil'IVOEICIICZCI • frail ' that() '
as ho To ld bo i	 pcztt .ou to say, 4 	 vor OSeIG up afterwards'.
that these had been Poles. 	 ••	 •	 • •	 .

• ••
had gone int& another room with Herr Masur in arder to discuss....

with him there Loa the potiOhe wished tO ask Rimier at the end of tbe •
talk. After the. start *Of -the -Joint-cc:inference, when I Saw how griolis'oy
colourless' it Was , bottming and concerned ,,aly with uniaportent incidental
points, I . triea...-to A*,.t• an end to the talk,:iso as atill:.to be able to be

Hoheinlychen punctually'dt 0600 hourS. .i.fter a short
leave taking we drove off about 4.30 free: li-±tavalde. On taking leave



assured Herr Maeur again that I would do everything that lay in w power to
make his departure on the next day possible. Wo arrived at &heap:then
iLtnctually at 0600 hours that is on the 21st, and Were able to have
breakeast with Count Bernadotte straight away. X had hoped that the
frank talk between Hinriler and the Couat that I had so long desired,
would at last takeplace.. i •again R1r1.cr ark:4 this 	 It remained a
general conVersatAWIn whioh, as a new nffifiV"Pcmll or -gave the Count
pezraission to transport the Polish women from Navensbruoak to Sweden.
Regarding this point :Limier had already told me, that Hitler had only
weed to this proposa, because ho had made it clear to him that the
reception of those Palish women by Sweden was not only a humanitarian
act, but, under the oirounstahoea a political gesture against Ruilltia.
The reason for this action of 11.1inaer was as folloWs: I had oonnection
with the Polish Prince Radziail in Gmeva through Herr iluay junior. The
Prince had already in January °cat mc a list of Polish women in "
Ravenabrueek comp and these I had promised to free whatever taxi:nod, as
they were Just • children and young glrls. I had laid the unworthiness
of this 'state of things strongly before Himaler and was even able' to
prevail upon him to allow a release, partly by pointing to the racial
qur-litioe of the Polish people, in which connection I 'referred to ely own
wife. This had impressed him very much and I had felt that, is he had
repeatedly brought up the question of hits own accord, he had Oectxpied
himself With. it a great deal, More I had not boc.n able to achieve at
that tine. In order to gain bin point with flit7.er Without. giving away
his real metives, he apparently had tried tAi salvo the question by-
giving it the abovo-uentioned political bacikground.	 • .	 .

. *apart frcra this. prinoe •Badsiwil . urgeratly requested the release

General Bor. ' I:also•. discussed this	 Rimier, who did not want to
.make'a . decision on the question without Hitler. I succeeded in sewing
General Bar. at„; so to speak, the last moment, in that I was able to •give
•tha -operative order in the name of Hiraaler to the Prisoners Camp . in
/Ciattnow in:Clzechoislovalcia,' fie was then taken in the general
direoticin of Munich and filmier likewise gave no permission to send
General Bar over into Switzerland. This was on 24.4..45. I gave the •
order*„.but was not able to verify its execution,

Count Bernadotte expressed thenks . for this offer and asked whether
it would not be possible to -transport the relit& and Norwegian
prisoners to Sweden,. Blirger declared that he was not in a position
to authorize this, but agreed that, if Neuengamme were overrun no
evacuation of the Danish and Norwegian prisoners would ensue (sin).

The Cotint expressed thanks for neeting him half tiv in this
matter and for the confide:eve he had beeñ'. shown in the earlier
conversations., The talk ended in a general conversation and an official •
leave' •talciag. -

knave that 7 Z . . would, • &tempt* the . .0Outat •• fbr.-part •,Of the , '
way .: and-debretly heied-; that I-7.would •-•.theh again  to ,fly tO
t3.1morii:Lipisrhoviett:on his rnvrt initimitra4 ,is.order.to
;negotiatibil or a!. discuss lout beten.. F4iler ..ancb•General Bisentiewcsr. •

	

The •resulting;:cisiversatioii .Ave :had:Vit.:the road. 	 Waren,
...iiipMeclel..enburgy•where • we parted, revealed the.....situation.:tcx.bo:apprOximattay

as fälld ,- 0The'‘Beicslitsfuebrar..:dheir not see the real situation any •
, • more', .	 help him any a.Ora; fOill'i%for that, J.PC wauld hive had to

: have kaliothi • -thgeii in the e ich Stitirely • irrtaffiiii.;: .,atai haiitta:
.t.i.Fst,:tstaii:L.. .1 can:144r	 inky More chances 01*you, :raY: •

-door . So4fillerberg, Woad-. be more sensible to . think,. ot,youradif tf, ':'; •
There •Nit4',7nothing . I could say to hict : in reply and ....we took :leave, 'Cs

. .thoUgh We Were not:..to • see. each"other againivithi.n a..neaStirable epace
of time:	 ;.'Ngtti3 ..extreiely, Sad;	 •	 •	 -

•	 •

M
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I Ordvo bok to Musaydien, slCgt 2 hourn and v.ls then called to
Hiaralcr, who %.:%s still in 1..m4, about 12.';0 hours. 	 told no that
his health '-oz not !: .00d and, indeed, he as the picture of a to ..i.n soul
and of unrest an0 diosntisfz.etion. I e:uld only 347 tlu...t I could do
n11t1.-dvore for ;111.1 now, sm. it 1:ty	 hia to act, and that
in any 7..n.y he liked, as I siroly 'ti. not Jt.■. t WV .011t r)r Uer-aany any

more. Irc.: then hrtd lunch ta,Tother. Our convern ftion brour .ht out nothing
new. The aver-wornening tailitary situation of Jerlin sdiscussed'.

WC left f.r WUstrow about 1600 hou: 1	 oonvinced
that it Would not be coed for hia to	 41) Berlin.	 Jo jotinto qrcat
traffic difficultiee in Loowenber4 as nuraberleno tr: sop ooveaents had
bccoue Aixed	 vith endless coluaans of refte;ecs, closin: . ; all the arterial
roads frAt rue to Derlinantil	 asked Famlor to Cptech a
caapew from his escort to give assistance, if' only to cnablc the troops
to 40V0	 It -.ma their that, for the first iti.te, 131=1:.or paid, as we
drove n: "Sollerracrc, I dread all that's still to couo u l I relined,
that this ought at last to give hia tho 0.4 .xare to ..et. Be didn't
roily. Shortly befL.. re Wustrow we met a low . flyinc onomy aircraft, but
those a. rparently intended rather to attack the refuoe oolaans and
troop aomaents lyiii behind us.

Obergrulopenfue4rer Barrer and von n,rff 1.1co:been ore.erce to re,)ort
to Fimuler in '■fustro-a., Berger 30 as 	 i xn 4is	 iutontions
before ho fleu. off for the South in IlinmJer's airomit. I.--stt alone with
Mauler.	 The subject •f cnvorrottion van -Ay 1........rensisn of our
donversi-tions with Aasur. I ar:ain referrod to tho rxcat ruilt of
Kaltoribrunner in continually nullifyinc tAe lrders issued Bille9 tho
!,iumy business and this cvening at last n... .e a strong ilpression on
Tiimtler.	 "'Yes, yes, Schelledborg, if on..;; . I Ind listened to you
earlier% _fter the heal we were left lone 	 talked about roneral
Droblous: feedin, Conger or co?idcaioe, :orles concerning cle-ring up,

 f ?hr, etc. and then vain nat.' :I:in over the nonsolcss ottitude
of His, which ;.as so :„ieo.tly influcaced by Kaltonbrunner, and of...the
continual evacuation of the ca:tps. '41en I Cescribod.tho.above-as
criminal'Eiailer becaae very restless, alnost umontraled, -ud. said	 •
"Sehollenborg, nou don't you stiirt too, rata= has been furious for days
that Buchenwald and Bizrerk-Belzen	 e.tacuated a bundre.d .per cent".
To that / for the first time to HiAller: "'But in that case his
Parkinson's disease . ttast have diricleroce very fax". laialor accepted
this without coop•ent, but our conversati.n ! )ecttae -lore ,fficial un0 he
imodiatoly asked Bercor to join in.	 tin: Sane aio..ent Ferelein
tolephonod with the iafornation that 1...itler zx oebbels yore furious
that Nrger had not taye in Ber1.3.n. The Litter las required on account
of the sentence :rainst Graponfuelu.er Professnr r. 4%tadt, atler's
pravioits.hysician-in-ordinary, .t.ho had boon condehnce. to death in the
last fewenyn because he had knowintly let is wife fall into
:trierican hands in Thurincia. I ..as able to cttter fro:t the conversation
between Berger ane ,Alaler, that this oust c-ineern a hugc

intrigo4 in on among those closest to laticr, in which hitier's,
uistreas, 2va Braun and Pegelcin's vire had a . ..rt. TitAiler did
evcrythinc to )ost:ionu and hinder the execution or the sentence. I
could sec that from his attiture 	 fron thc..lastruetions uitieta ho
rave over the tela .)nono to Grupenfuehrer	 01-4pf of the
Gestxpo, in uy oresence. Professor Dr ir:net was t:latnto Schwerin to
protect hti froo-carraids and Foceloin was 'cll.: that Derrcr was already
on the wr.y.Ssuth with the aircraft.... In view of this the execution •
could not .take place at the noaent, unless -A-toichsleiter 3ormann and
Goobbols took off trusted Party ae-tbers for the task. 	 I found all
';hcoo things about .:;erLer and the currett conm:sation uninteresting,
I took-:_rj leave.

..2tcr an hour, howevor, I war:. cal_; r)r acain.	 7iaralcr sat C.ovin
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•.te ot	 am'. told !lc what :te would P.o, if e ,nco had
tho •oolier in Ger.tany in his ht.11(:-'3.	 Thrt very e•roning to
considor a possible nol..tc for hta to live the ne'.: Ra •ty,	 I s h..(.1 suggtz tod
to Lin.	 I ...;a7c htt the nano IN 7.t 0111.14;	 (Nt i
Coali.tion or	 nz...rty).	 c, then 1.1‘....•.an te	 •;rain of
renoving Hitler, but onay• in va,:uo hints. :it: in	 u about 04..30.
hours and went to bed.

22nd	 1943	 - t : •

10,00 hours (it was Sunday 1.)rnin.;;) ...i.t•ler had brcg.k2ast with
Dr. 13randt and •..te.	 ...ccordinc to Hial.tler t ow ,ai....1.to.ry 	 had so
deterioratee over ni,rrht that 4. ..1%ff on-SS Divisions of Obor. rulT.,nfuchror
Steiner had	 to bo put in on Hitler's Irde.1.3	 t. l.st do-or-die
attack.	 I cannot s •...y aocur •ltely now, v ir.t the .str..tegic situation Air.S •

There vas to he a flank attack agr.inst u 1:ussittns so..iouhcre. • iiirialor
was still conpletcly convinced of the nedossity for this order of the
Fuc.hror'n, while I T •.a in agrement with his *.tilita2.7 A.djutant Grothaann
that t:tis too s an unnecessary iroiJ.ling	 b3o0.L .	 protosts ..)11
those lines -..t.re disrearded, as I 1vs sul.n.lohctl to understand nothing • of
ailitary oatters.	 •

Lfter breakfast Borger and Lorenz rweared. They to drive
with us to Hohenlychen as well, as Ziet: en stic, Vustrow, was being
threatened by -the enaly and i:td to be given uo.

I then went on to discuss the Vencuarni cost. with Berger. Vanaaann
*...as an A..tierican ..Jr ibree general, a Cr.nprisoncr 	 ..rx and previously
imerican	 :.ttacirte in Dcrlin, who • eta 'i s	 Ger: t..ny inert:11y
with another ...:Acrican 	 ibree Celt.n ol on ilerger's and ..17 stuntestiOn.
Vanazwan wr..s to fly to Roosevelt vL. Sititzer.i.ani . , first of La.:. to obtain
bettor aid for the ..merican prisoners oi: TR.r. and. secondly. to crolain to
hiz that Hi:all= wv.nted Jeace with tit.;

t had conceived this .olan sole aonths before, • hen I had .a......nted to
release Eng,lish prisoncrs of ;kir, 	 nv_ie in ati:;land, for mcaraplo
liz.Dok7e and many •-ithers*, with the object of takiag propaganda for •en
understanding. hailer end Hizilur, how/..ver, had given a very firm
rofusal to both.

I had s2ent a long tioe • with Vanaoann and -;:e had arrced
everything. to-gether.	 It could not, It/vv. :vex*, be c. •.rried out, as, in
spite of all :ay roeuosts,	 TA., Lad t gi.0 uc •.,er.:ission.
10 min ros...sonsibility I arrarced his	 crosang of the frontier
with Swiss friends and the ...zierictui 	 r;;•• ati:.aelte Cioneral 1417".,

Bernc, Switzer...Land, and sent Vanwaan., .nti the 	 rienJ.r Force
Colonel, who `.47...s to accowpany hia, in ear t..e3.•:.,ito the great letrol
shortage, to Constance for the frontier crossing. +.3 I had no news of
either, I asked 3erper in 1:duller's presence to take r.. 3-oce:.3.1
interest in the ease. HiLmaler onas now aLreeable to tIle plan.

There ... .as a very hasty denvrturo	 'euntrow about 1200 hours, as
Russinn tank calearh:ads wort. re. )ortee.	 to -!Teneral ilirection
Incweaberg'- , Kru.ten. `.;'e t;rcrie in a nortoerly direction frou Niustrow
to HeaiLenburg and then.struok off castwo.rea in order to reach
liohenlyohcn: gehriacht coluans, • guns and tonks thnt vere being brought
up anc continucd activity by low flying aircraft so delayed us, that
the irive took over an hour . and, a half.

Itrc had a very late lunch to-gether in :ilhenlychen. The
conversatieo c.t table Was A.)stly 	 Obergro.r-.:enfuchror
Ler,...er and. :Lorenz's affairs.	 I took abso1ute4 no part in the
conVer sot ion.



: • okul LU. Md;c7 laphind alone ::1:t!:r the ..teal and mad to
7.10: . "I aliozt think Slhellenberg thot y. u. 	 ri,:ht: I .. tust °tot in sone
way or other.	 1411::.t ;:io you susest?".	 hfc,	 it
na-Iturally too lnte f,. everythinE. 	 unfortnnatLiy	 •
could io lon:-:er be o. rribd out. There	 onsibiAity
and that was now at last to discuss the situs..-.tim	 :v:le-lay with
Count ;:ernadotto, -,:shoa I had on	 own	 Lit the -Dictum •
to s). :Plea greater ana	 co..1?rehensive	 Izne..	 I

stated, hoN.r.-ver, th,.-t; I utts lLt wcuratoly	 rts	 -..71e;:her. 1 could
3ti.i.1 reach 'Count Bernadottc• in CTcr...rtny . or	 I ZU:	 th4.t

Sinou	 fa.r os I could . rc-arlbr he had	 re.r.f_ri in 7.,zie1t.,cic
to iiondov t	circuas;-;5111CCE allowed, he ait;it 	 b..: th,...;:ce.
therc‘von dee-.1.(1(..e.t straight . miny -1-.14..-4 I should drive to ...zobeelz trieditz.te4-
in order to tall: openly with the Count, 	 7iLier, ',.as now 1:.re.x-.Lred .
to request' the Count officially in Iiis.na..te 'Go carry the c;:eclp.rr.t1t..11

of ca.?itul:...tion to -nu.. 1ft:stern om"Ters..,

I pre-oared t.,r r de2arture iriatAiattly and ta. -$ve „Air about 1.63C
hours for liebecl. 	 to rtt eneuy	 road. blocks,
etc. I i'dd not Ltzeri.•.,!: in Iuebeck till niz 'at ...nit .seltained aftc:r•

short	 le that the.; 0...!1.20.- as neither ::n 	 tsruh: nor Lucbeck, nor
Plunsburc but in 4.-4-?en.rrl -se in Demark.	 Jt.Y	 .:caratively short ttae
I succeeded, des:lite all difficulties, in :17)	 to the Count on the
telc:?hone and. reques-;:-:_n3 hia to receive 	 nZ	 y in Flensburg.	 VC
arranLeC. ti :leetion 2,4. at 1500 hours 	 Fientfoure,	 the Swedish
ConsulLte.



23 1'4=11 1945 

In the moantir.. it ..7as uozning D.o.d.n and after 3 hours rest and
telephoning to Rimier to inforra him of my 4.:cle.phone conversation with
Count Bernadotte, I droire to Fle.naburg.	 1.300 hours I met attaoho
Chiron at the 'Swedish Commlato in Fier:obit: z, Itho conducted me to the
Swedish Consul - Renorary Consul - Peterr-m, jh Vaou I h.d lunch.

Lt 1500 hours Count Bornadotto oxri	 discussed with him
the antire situation and Hirisler'n inten1 faas.. The Count considered
that it 1/L13 probably no longer necessary 1.4) iso to Luebeck, as Rimier
could put his intentions clOwn in . a. letter t, ) Eisenhower, that if the.

• declaration of unc3onditional surrender to tho 'Weatern Powers. That would
Certainly be the • best solution, r replied that such a course aid not
seaa to no, possible should Hitler still . ) 0 alive, and asked him still
to ootie with no to Luebeck for a short diauussion with Rimier. Lfter
an hour's talk tho Count declared hinseY e prepared to do so. I
telephoned: frOtt Flensburg -with '8ondem...4 .; Steiermark' to • fix a meeting
with Mosier in LueLook. Dr. Brane.t ar‘swered, but as ho was unable to
reach Igivaler tor the notiont ho oromised. to telephone me later. That
the telephone functioned under the cirounstances ..:13.15 luck, as the linea
were so overloaded.	 'Wehrmachtl traffic, that it was not possible to
got through on the normal post office oomunie.ations. Lt 1800 hours
Dr. Brandt rang up. " No said that Hirai:19r would be glad to see the
Count in Day presence at Luebeck at 2200 liou.rs.

Liter a quick frxxok to drove from irlensburr.; to Luabock at about
1.900 hours. iTe arrived at the Swedish Ccitbulate thoro at. 210e hours.
In the meantime I waited in the rbtel Lansiger lbf in the rooms which had
been arranged as offices and got into touch with Goacra.1 Azennenbergia
Dionststelle - Ordnungspolizei - whore Iiirraor intanded to stay, L.t
2200 hours I was ordered to present myself and I gave Rimier a short
report on the plirt points of ray conversation with the Count and strenrthened
him in his intention ..to 'forward the decision to capitulate through the
Count. to the Western Powers. Rimmler vacillated 'for awhile and then
agreed to my argutumts 7.11.ich I repeatedly plat before him and said, "good,
Ire will go to the Count at 23O0 hours - arrange the Meeting".

I drove with Rirriter at 2300 hours to the Swedish Consulate, where
we arrived at 2310 hours. Ls the electric liht vas cut at that time

- in luebeok, the discussions wore oolidooted by candleight: The alarm
Treat as soon as formal. 'greetings were *ex. , and there vole a heavy
attack on an aerodr...tie nearby, so that we . he.d to sit in the collar.

• 2n h0** later . fortavately the discussions oemenced. ' Hiataler delivered -
a. lone discourse on the military and. poll 'Anal situation of the ItniCh and.
then gave a niore or less honest end. accar.s.te account of the whole.
:situation: "We Germans must declare Ourselves, as beaten . by the We it ern.
al, I. ea. That is' whati . I. request you throup:h the Swedish GOvernmerit	 •

• to convey to General Eisenhower, .so that any further senseleas'.:-fig4i)ag and.
'unnecessary bloodshed raight be spared.- To the .Russians it. is. iipossib .

for us 9eimaria$;land,.abOVe 6.11 .;.'for : iatii:'..to.:..cepitizIate ., - .76 All doiy.04nua.
to i,fAight Ihore ;until :the Ve .Sterri lanea, front- heti, so to speak'
.relieved-the. ,fighting . Gerthan-".frcint -(i.e. taken over - rcu us

,Ifiramler also, LatiCiared:the:t; • he had the:authority to disclose this . to the

°Ott:it for oxiwaretroi*iesiOn;" Si ' at thi stage it could onlnow: be a.'

• question of one. or ,tio i . Or at the most three . days. before Flidor	 up
hie 'great life: in 'this , dramatic ; It s • a consolation, that he
Oh .o.uld fall f ighting against-liolalieviEaa, the go -!to the fulfilment Of
-which • he. ' had dedicated his . life. -

„
Count Bernadotte declared that he on his part 17a8 prepared to Pass

Himmler t o proposal on, indicating that it sins for hi:o., and probably,
also for the Swedish Goverment, a natter of first importance that the.	 .
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entire Northern Seotor be saved from a senseless destruction through. the
continuance of this war, . This consideration wr.l.a r him also as Swede
the deciding. factor for carrying out liimler t o request at all. Himlar • .
in answor to a questi..n from . the Count, cleclared hitiself prepared to
eared* to the transfer of Innish -. and Nor ogian interneco to 31704011. ..	 .

'
The. disdusiion on the form in which tho doolzration of capituUtion

should be handed to' the Wedtern Bbvers took a long time. Fa revertOd
. to tht original plan 1.:hat • 	 t• Berne.do to • should, without using official

diploaatic •channels, ;74.. -etre. 	 to Gentoral Eisenhaidar and give him
airraler'S declaration direct. We agreed on the idea•that •RimIler should
wri4e. a letter to his Ricao.14dru3y Guenther, inhich he a:chi:mid. request him
**givo his synpathotio ouppOrt, to the affairs. of ..which % he had informed	 .
Count Bernadotte, • and whip:* • the •latter v.-ould • place before	 ' • 1Tfrrfl Cr

discuesed..briorly with .me the "him' of this latter ahould: -take , -which 	 .
Mumtaz the 1.Trote.9ut himself by candlelet. on notopapetr which:had been -. •
bnrried.lreibtainedi MO :Count oaid he 'was prepared to fly to Stookho3n
with.thia: letter-On the 'following day, i.e. on the ath April, to make the,
newt:Iasi-4• arrangements.. Ye agreed that I should go. with the •Count as far . •
alensburg Or..1cptinred.e, and...then remain there as a'.oprinciciting	 in-	 •

• ease of. ilaistionk-or' adjusliments, • and also to organiee a- fast•couraunication
. ,line Fith...Ititeler in case Of • any •news. • limier. and Ilitft • the Swedish
lanisulate -after very heaity •forewells • at 0i30 . hours.	 •..•••••	 ••	 .	 •

.	 .	 .
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.and.::there	 •••	 , 	
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...inhere we sz.t for another half an hour. This half hour served to li.ahten
• his anxiety over the steg . vhich he had to...:en u.n to imbue hiin. with.

strengt4'Settthat. he • need not feel, that Idsa,;; he had.done Tian in any way
disloyal to the "Deutsche	 .. The then drove off to,his.roomandostelle.
at ...abouVi0230.hours. I went -bank to the renssigen :lbf where T•.4t111.,--hed

	

faii....•:thingS"to:-disateis with;gy. people, Lien to fetch the COunt• 	 . .	 •
punOtuillY;Avp5ocoloiliii-. . fpcii• the .6'wedilitr;ConsitIsts.. zand drive .With
to Plenebuig. '	 •••••''' 	 .	 .	 ,	 ,

. • It •", is perhapic . ot :interest'. to note hero that on the NAly to the :.".
 rin1er drove-,•his 'Lige :car -,himselPi I had one of...'

my: men .vith.me...as- pilot,: and ha T41.5 bathed. in pfsrspiration becaase" •
of Himmler-ta..:OPpalling13r:bad-driiin,g.•pa'ssinghbavytraffic:
was- at beiti.-h. 'bait . driver , but, ;euite;:obv.init3; his agitation 'Ras' *cry.
great:, . Ha .-ietartedt-ciff too -fast :from the Vwedieh..ConeuIiite so tbafr he•
I&nIed with his 4aft..•for&-iheil.: off...the edge of: the dzive and ittoOk'il0,

together 'n:ith.!the:COunt, .t..aboliti hour's iiork.before	 were able to go .

•
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I t:with Rimier once more into 1;eneral Yuennenberg's Dienatetolle

thounk.844..orriv.e.51.,1.1.,ek:10*4A0	 Geman—'•	 •

4	 A$4,a..ciiiiiisar:vitia	 reatoinarriltVarg	 ..3	 -4t1: 	 at:6 	 '--4141GX#4•107, „

'X took leave:.of the' Count.
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• 25 Anril 1945.

For the . 25 the April I had ordered Standi..rtc.Infuehrar Bovensiepen
. to moot au. in laensbarg in order to infor..1 him of the authority r.nd
Special Powers which Hilraler hasi given me in ...riting: in roughly the
following limas: "Acting on my ozprees zisi, aa 	 po...ers to .
issue . ordors...idiich. 67:c to be oboyod withoo.t qamition1 6- ...that all Iruiish
and Nertmgian int* i/1,1,0 wore to be traru3forred. to Ereartarri.ithont question.
I told ,hira to 	 ir Copenhagen within tb ... next fie:: daya:in : order to 'discuss
the uolitival situation of Dersas.rk wi.-.11 Lt. 3ests c.nd told him to prouare
the ground for thia meeting by secting . th....t in the next Per.: cicqcs no more
death sentenotie...1tDuJ.d be. -..?ronouneed or carried out.. '.-3ovon3iepen 1./18
impressed With this and promised to make .;:ontact with Dr. Bast forthwith.
• Of Dri Bcst7I had the imrosaion that h ._ was not a genuine .follotrer 'Of
Hitler. This also enrac out in the course of my conversation with him in
Co-oenh.-..gen on the. 351.11 April, when I %/as able. to 'tell him that he had a
bitter sneaky ,in'Ealtonbrunnorr.:tho had told ae vith nride tbc.t. on receipt
of a .telegrarit from 13est, Hitler hail once said to him that it would be

,better •if:Host:?,)ro!;43 his name With "io n , then he would be called "Biestn
antua14,!;for.;. 1,3est a compliment.

••.:•.,‘•.
Apr il 1945.

On the 26th April I reccived a provisional rouly f ran Count Beirenhaupt
indicating that the nogotir.tions were not going well, etainly 'b.:manse
Himmler .was not .aoce-otablo as a person. This provisional mossago I did
not pass on.-„to Himmler.

•".-
•In the late saftornoon ror colleague 0be7....:tacu.tnant von DoWits onmo to

sob n1.9:7ith . ,:ze report of a wireless moss:go	 frora the	 • .
Pronta4kleerungschefo k .Oberat Buntrook, stv.ting that a Froutaufklaertmg-
kceratindp had moan contact' with en American recoo .party. Peraission was
'requested to .,._enter into an arrangement for us to 1:ork , together. I •
'discussed this nith Von Dewitz. We iere both agrood that the report was
certainly of the greatest intorcst anC. that ! ...n c.c.T.-tot account was
urgently. xequirad.. No 'iljt roply reached me. Tho	 was coura-r.ation
bet-Aien Hamburg;and, prosumo.blY, Obing In Oborbayern;

Initlie night: of 26/27 April I received a message to expeet .tho Count
at tho Odenac,-, airport -where be as to, arri v.) frnm Coponhagon-, on the

.'27th
•

.• Idrôe , ... Count Lowe , ,_....,t °to ...Odense at about . 1100 -hOurs.	 .ai

0:. ..,i ?0

	

7-1 ,"S- .9, 	 t"tiO•si.**±t4!iricinie;rture Ofi,:,thez Cogilt.e.,',,;..!.ilens: - .was' ' .,:;.dolasilHed4,
•.,...;	 4, 	 " 	 ,, • fi'. .i.. 	 A	 ,
,-:::,•ii..., . :....- -,-P13azg 	,..., s .!!,4134,1,... 	 the 	 -	 '-

01.1,2'-‘;i74-eugr	 '	 ns.oxxdr. . iiked :4tor....as'ts.very,:wc].1`..,;•!?;:ircii,*:r„ir,r,
$4,,italgt4iiiiil0o	 iklift;'.iiiiiiiieliOVall4.6bisii,tvitiorioiits:%644;k4,k4O4i,i...iii.-re:.

.,,	 ..1
eiTcamok4....1D.. . j :: .4:114

ldtJ]ce p 	 9#4444ig#C4.6g:601*ii-:11°*1.2t4IPXX,P0,
..b. t filAthoM,jipgthat	 "dilso.fei• 4.k.lit ?N.:ibputgrabooilhO 'lliti". .4..,..4t.i,.. de.'	 g4tiiiiicitift,
.rzzi.....,.,,.	 . 7...,..i........„. ........:,p...;,,r,.vm.e..,,.-.- k.- ,,,,...--

letrilvesvp,mp	 ,ifkoCi4

Lponrado.	 ere.',trett.
.04negatiVe"resulf -tiakr#o.,

11#t 9.*1. ;1104. tasvat.,
'5 0cie4.xieing

0 '	 iob•iiit,:!tia;fing*:'he'.thad..!:gob&grounds:,de'l.belie
the Swedish- . .• „	 terneant 'Arca antoreated :t46.v .=,:f.4-1.64iiiiUtCrie , the.
Sector,.:inoliding;Dersaark aiid ,Norody -shoUld be sPhrod the cerapletn
dostinection ithr..t the continued fighting of the Yehrmacht x?ould bring.
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The Omit offered to go with me to Mauler r.nd disouna .bhoso thingn with
him, as lie had to aonspt the fact that my diecuusions :a.L.4 not only result/ad
negatively, but that the ealiod :prone had '...ake.a th--1 natter up, and so rAy
position with Hiamler Las by no moans sigrole. I ...us thercfore
that the Count . Nrantuit to go 4th mo for ruother discuasion vith
Ito arre,aged• to leavo for Luebeck at 0400 ....I the night of 26th April.

I rei•urned to Flensburg, tried to rftag 	almlicr but was only able
to speak to Jac. 3ranet . who very anxiously onquired h t t.hu result -as.

•I told him negative, but perhs:im it :ma still possiblo to do something.
about the Northern Soctor. I. said the Court wanted to owe to Luebeok
too to discuss the matter with Hi=lor.	 his ran fin t1:7 refuard. I
waa to rerort to .Pirrk,  or alonc.

28 April 194.5.. •

As L, did. not rish to disturb the Count - my tolephone conversation
had been at 0100 houx-J I drove frau Ylonsburg to' Apcnradc at 030G hours -
whore I asked the Countat 0400 houru not to accomprOy ac, as I had -
and this Pro Brandt had told me - to go furtbsr south than Iusbeck to

soe Slmalor. As it uas so no:r the front I asked the Count not to oome.

ShortLy aftor 0400 hours I left Aponrade for Luobeok. Az I kmav
that ay . 'position viz g viz Rimier vas vary difficult, and that under
ocrtain circUmstances Ilmust reckon onloy liquidation, I hit on tho
of Bonding for an Astrologer from Hmnburg, porsonally . knownto Hinnies, •
vhan I took .with me, in order that on astrological session might absorb'
some .of the .bitterness of disappointment, l'or I knev Himaler had a great
opinion, of this lArticular gentleman. ••

I waited till . 2000 hours at the Danziger Hof in Luebeck, until I
was ca./14 .0 . General Truennenberg i s Dienst2telle to report. I gave an
account of by icing discussion with tho Couat and: tho unofficial advice
of the ,Swedish Covernment which he had. transmittml.with. regard to tho
Northern;Secitor. • The first part of my c,rrvers:-tion with /Basler need not
hero	 gone into.' The discussion was far tic not a staple' one and . now.
that it is airer the thole affair passed (.f for LW with .quite unbelievable
luck. After. few, hours I Nies able to dornonstre.to the political•
significance of the. Northern Sector, the. lint ility of. continuing the fight
to the end in benserk and Norway and the great harm the meaningless
destruotion of these countrias would do :43 that reined of Germany's

. reputation. After . 4 longthy discussion ..)f the form of the 'Allies'
refusal, his bitter disappointment, the riisolasure in the world press
.his.fear...that his letter to breign Iiinister . emonther might also ho
put at the 'disposal of the worl&pross, the 'ConsequenCes his step would

 With Hitlar,i; ri;y: responsibility as the moving spirit in this; for
bin now . deixfinglk ito. -fatal step, was a'.difficult	 carry • -

- .through . tti(62.'.ptiftf'for saving thc•Northeinr SoOtor: , All the same
itanaged, ■iitti:tho- . 64,1p-of the abovo-mentionod ge.htlemen, to pu.t,.forward
the .proposele for ''Such.a . solution, .so conirinctlgly.;.that•he
for en hour, to think it over. Then at about 0300 hours he ZENO me .
authority .'to .6Olitintio :-	 disoulisioos with the Counti; 	 of"oll%

:the- 4 um:Ana** at the ,;military. occupation Of Norway, arei' ther-Oonsequont
•-inter,zinciik.lif.;:thc • Giiriiii*:tiOnp" e m Sweden for the duratIOn of the war

*,9*.cli.,*toperpVii similar- solution for Danmark,;4bn t
'wanted	 r6iex've this for a t..'pers.'. date: - •• Ec anthbriae4	 .-
ReiChab` .54;i6I.Itieedhtigter'ittr.,-	 ,

ria.'as!'Sonderliesi61.1Maiichtigtern.AoC,Megotikta:
:peaceful slution àf the NOrth. -With., the Swedish Govan:lent 	 In,- this
-respect hhdiió	 tnhioimi mind. Oat, within the-'next• .114 'or.-two
he would; bah*.' 4aeitiCn;;•-•	 ':stiOninieor, ; tqunike .these

'	 •
•
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I lmodiatoly cot off for Plenaburc for a disounslon with tho Count
within the Mite or this authority.

29 April 1945.	 e .

I arrived in Apenrado botvoon 1100 end 1200 hours ión tho 29th April
rnd lunched with tho Count at the house f ntiann Thornson, end we than
discussed tho NeA.14.-,rn.Sootor. Thu Cot •.t tiiia—arfangs—Wror a mooting,
in his presence, betwoUn ropresentativeo 	 tho Swedish Govornmont and
myna!), for tho next day, i)o. 30th April.

We loft Apcnrado about 1700 hours - Antnann Thomson handed mo a numbar-
of requoots, suspension of.scntonces, roloaso of Danieh policomon, all of
which I dealt with in Coponhagon on the nciat dv. The Count drove) himself.

We arrivod in Coponhagen at about 2330 houro and wont to the Hotel
D'Angloterree

30 April 1945.

We mot at 0900 hours on the 30th April. I wont first to see Dr.
Bost to inform him of py authorisation; tho decision to givu up the
military oocupation of the Northern Sector -..ithout fighting, Elimmlorv.'s

ossion to Hitlor, oto. Er. Bost van as I oxpectod, on 	 sido.
1200 hours I mat Uerr von Post of thekodish Governmont and Count

Bornadotto. .Horr Ostroaa and Liajor von Nora, who helongod to the Swedish
DommU-iion, did not :hake part in the disomoion. The discussion with
Herr von Bost .was on -oositivo linos, that is, the 3wediah Govornment 	 •
oxpooted the Gorman Covormont to make, t rough ma, clo • x and definite
proposals for the execution of this plan in tho first pluno'for Norway •
and possibly also Danmark. After the 01 derma° the Swedish delegate in
Copenhagen, von Etrdel gaVo a luncheon to which Boichabovollmaochtigter

Dr. oast MA also invited.

Immodiatoly after' lunch I loft for Korsoor in ordcr to take the ferry
to Niburg, which hadalro.dy boon hold up two hours for ma. I arrived in
Flensburg in the night, and'after a shox telephone conversation with Htmnler,
I wont on to Unhook, whore. I arrived at 0400 hburs on tha tat	 and .
Where an adjutant of Htonlor l a met me to escort mo to Hlonlor's new
quarters - Kalldtorst by Travemoonde.

I May 1945.
•
ID Ploniburg I net a. momber of my Ant, Stubaf Dr. liming, who had

flown la a 'night fibhter from MUenchon to Plemsburg, as representing my
olosost associates, to Inform me that Kaltenbrunner had rolieved inc of
all my appointaents and had roolaced me in the political section by
O'Stubaf Wanock, and in the military section by 0 1 Stubaf Skorzemr:
I took Dr. Wirsing irinediately with me to introduce him- to Monier, so
that ho could roturato the Southern Sootor (Suodraup) armed with the
necessary ordors from Hilonlor.

On the stroioh from:Iusbook to Kalkhorst VA, ran into tho most
,	 .

diffioult traffic oongestions, as rotrorting troops frau the entire
Mecklenburg district and . more particularly fraa Sciroorin were blocking
the vsy and it took us 34:hours tads) 40 km. EMring this time re were
only once attacked b.? divobombers, °them:1 w it wduld havo been apossible
fnr mf.:. to have rorcl-:d py deetination. "'walked. many lox! stretches of
this jutuney as I cutdd walk, faster than, our cer.uould go.

,	 .
I arrived in Kalkhorst at 0800 hours. Hilmiler had not gone to bed

till 0300 hours. I contacted Er. Brard t .Who imediately informed ma
that Hitlor's successor Was not Himmlor but Grossadmiral roe:nits, and
that during this very night the first mooting between Dbonitz and Htsabri.
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had talon place in Moan, this.t Himmlor o tho otrength of my original
suggestion had mnaced to got Ebonite, as his first order, to depose
Hibbentrop and vut in Graf Sedvcrin van Erosigk as Foreisl ninistor.
Himmlor N=E1 obviouely in a bad mood, as in thu Grosstasiral l e purcly
military oirolos Eammlor's politica/dor ith the Western Powers was not
undorstood. Mauler rna toying with ti . id,u of having to resign, of •
coAmiting enioido. He Immtod to disou: all those points with iao once
moro.

After half an hour i e rectl rcooivcd a uesaago from Rimier tolling
me to havo breakfast with him at 09C0 hourtg to toll him of my conversation -
with BC.rr van Post, Bent_azkthe Count. riifiC.r Ung vcry nervous and
distraught and told Mt: that ho was no longer up to dealing with these matturs.
He had only acconpliehod one thing noro, and that vas to suggust Schwerin
von Krosigk to Gross;dmiral rodnitz as 3broipAilinister, which after • .
dismissing Ribbontrop he had done. Hirialor rnntod to take me strait)* •
atzNy to roenitz io that I should, so to aseak, be instralud as von Krosiek's
immodiate assistant on foreign policy. It would ho a good thing if I'-
oxpoundcaqy ideas on tho question of Nbrway and Denmark to the Government
irsacdintely. Himmlor considered that I nhoold resain lpermanont27 rith von
Krosigk and roonits and get someone else Jont to Sweden should it be
possible for me to persuade the Reicha Governmont to abandon tho Northorn
Sector without fighting.

lifter a longish discussion on the ge:,oral Situation we loft -
Kalkhorst at 1100 hours for Ploon through Lueboce to meet Doenitz. After
a difficult drivo through refugees, mil.".;:ary columns, dive-bomber attackg
we reachodPloen at-1400 . hours, whore 1 mlntactod van Krosigk immediately.

I also groctod rbanitZ, Kato' and JOdl C310 %Axe all taken up with the
immediate Oailymilitary.pabblons. One could fool the intense excitement.
among the staff. ••••.

In the afternoon alone with Rimier it was again*Dossible forme to
oonvinoe him of the bportance oftho 	 problam, that ia, of the,
surrender of the Northern Sector without fighting. Ivb agreed that von
Krocigkl.r.S-ef the saw opinion, whereas tbonitz, Koitol and 3041 were
under Z.) oirouustances at is time prepared to surrender Norway without
fighting.- Owthe other b-nd I had promisod von Post to return to
Copenhagen wit/re:decision. Liongthy delay in Ploan would mean so
much 'loss of tiothat my, so to speak, option to negotiato with the
Swedish Government wisaldlopse. I was able to norsuode EiMmler to get
in touch with von •Krosigk over the solution of the Northern Sector on •
the lineal presented	 me, imd first of all to send oc to Copenhagen to •
explain the changed gobotal situation. to von Post and, despite this to
explain, our 	 in principle. Goneraloberatitaebano,„
Re4pha1erimm4 elar Torboven, GonoralOberst Lindamann tmd Roichs-
benmalmauchtigter Dr. Bost worovin the meantime, orderalto meet the
Grossadmiral On the 2nd May in view of my. proposal for the Northern
Sedior which flimsier had put before him. Itimmlerandwore agreed
that' I Mould in any case not recoivo any atfinite decision from the
Grossadmiral before this conference had taken plao4 i end rtherefore
wanted to use this.days.tho 2nd MAy, to inform Herr van Post in
Copenhagen of the new situation.

PIO= at 1500 hours and arrived in Flonsburg. at 1901-.
hourt,:whorp I spent 3 hours with I. 11-sing and worked out a:draft
I wanted-to Prose* to von Krosigicils my. so to SpenX', first task as his
xlitarbeitor., l‘hOpriwarY,iiitention , wnito showthatnny pretence at
politicarbargaining would .dopend,Onthe internal political measures
adopted by the. 'new Government. I suggested for this reason : to von
Krosigk„ that !units should first dissolve tho Party, secondly the
Gestapo and. .the SD, and to announce, this on tho radio. Dr. Wirsing worked
those things out in tho night and left t' cm for nc, as I wanted to rost
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for a few hours bcforu py drive to COpontutgen„ as I was quito unablo to
fight against the desire to sloop.

Er. Visaing wanted to fly hack to the Couthurn Sootor, on the next
night as Hinulor did not conaidur Kaltcnbvannor t o dismisual order very
important4 perhaps b,cause of the gonoral situation, and that 110 .should
outwardly bow to higher authority * but invexday. he should ramain trup..and
loyal to inc as mreloseat Ilitarboitor• I dfovu during the night to

Froealev from wheidAAblophoned to Dr. 3:est, who wilted to moot no on his
way to the Grosoadmiral at :lout 7 o l oloch en tho 2millay, for mc to
toll hia about the latost situation.

2nd IIDY 1945.

I loft Prooslov at 0430 hours for Niburg - I wnnt at this stago to
aontion that Count Bernadotte put his personal LW-Cross oar at my 	 '-
disposal whilst I WWI in Denmark - from 1?adhOrg on - Which was of the
greatest help to no at all military oontyol posts, etc. and oxpollont cover.
I folt uneasy only when I was at tiaes too much total as a Swodo and,
without being nblc to rpm& a word, was oven giving autographs to school-'
children and grownp-tvs.

Tho proposed meeting with Dr. Bast did not take place as vie had both
mistakon tho times of the Awry, I did not taco the furry from Norsoor on
which Dr. Bost wns crossing but took one which left Niborg at the samo time,
so that we paasod each other on the water. I wrived in Cpponhagen at
1300 hours, and telephoned to Bbrrn Ministor von Dardel, to be told that -
I could moot Barn von lbst and Herrn Ostroua, whom hc included, at 1600 	 •
hours. I described once more tho gcnoral situation, the altered
Gov=rmont situation and mentioned that for the present Grossadmiral had
taken over tho military and civil comand of Denmark and Norway, but that
I had goad grounds in boliovin,g that the exocution of my plan had the support

of the Ibreign-Ministor, Graf Schworin von Krosick, and Biumlor and'uns
still posiiblo.	 von Pbst ma atiil iatcrestod in the whole problea
and streasa that Sweden naturallywne greatly intorostod in a bloodless
settlament-ip : the Northern Suitor, but he did not think that he could any
longer .bndertako anything binding as the goneral situation had altered so
much, owing tci'both the thong° of Government and the passage of tilac, that
one had to reckon with a total capitulatIon witbing the next few days.
In which ease any partial solution in Deanark.and Pbrway was no longor'af
interest for'Swoden: Nonetheless ho suggested puraning the
and da soon as time and'oiroLmotoncos allowed, to hand him a: dcfPaitw
proposal. Vo . Worc , e.grood that it was all a matter of tide, that I should
return as Tao:lel:vas possible, or if possiblo, give a provisional •
report by tolophone, We arranged the fcllowing telephonio code words:

"I ahoul&bo glad to ace'. tlo gantamort .'gain"

moaning: -,G9x1pan Goivernmont' s definite proposal for Norway. •

And if the -above sentonoc included:-

•■•	 _- 11-
JJAU p.t.uutica	 1.11U11 64110

it mcant:- the'ciffor is cxtendod to Do:mark.

Horr van !bat and.Bbrr Ostrom stressed the fact tha :t. thei wore not able
to remain in Donmark any longer for roawons of sccrocy. I 'can at thin
point stress that thc discuss ions in Caponhagon woro,00nduoted in tho
strictest secrocy.

3 May 1945.

That night I oxperionced by first dive-bOmber attack in Donmark and
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only arrived at Eadhurg at 0490 hours. After two hours delay
continued ray journcy to Flonsburg, oolleotca Er. Wirsingiv draft and 	 ' •
drove on to Ploon to talk about the whole .1.1:fair to the 'Aeichs Government..

Tho journey to Moen turned out to ho ouc of the most difficult •
and dangerous, that I have experienced. There wore, over c comparatively
short stretch of 90 km, over a dozen dive-bomb attacks on roads jaanud
with retreating mamma of troops hung-up pertly on account of potiol
shortage and through damage. Burnt out lorries, strocts strownwith
worpscs, cxploding tanks and. munition trucks, we fought our wr.,y throUgh
with difficulty to Moen, having ourselves lain pronc . by the roadside and
in fiulds during machine-gun fire.

In Ploen via wore told by tbs Staff.!gqard that the Govornment haa
rimoved itself to the•Ahrifieschule /Marwick. As this affair did not
pormit even an hour's delay, I had to make the saae journey back again
and net with the same difficulties. I may be permitted to state here,
vithoUt oxaggeration that thinking back on it, it van a wonder that I
managed to get through with py car on. the same day, arriving at Iluersrick
at 1700 hours to present myself to the Reidhs breign Minister and
Rimier. The frontier police at KupfermUdhlo by Flensburg had been
informed of the removal of the Government, but I was not told of it, when
I orossod, and there were three SmmrchParties looking for me on.the
Moen road. One feared the worst,

Ling report I once again stressed the br.s.7.0 political importance . of
the whole Northern Sector, and we wero agreed within a comparatively short
time, that., in spite of the unfavourable course of cvento, it '.as tvoirtmat,
under all circuastances, and if poosible by bringing Sweden into it, to
give up Denmark and Norway without a fight.

-
. I than had .a long discussion withvon Arosigk alone. BP was very .

glad to have SOMOCW for consultation and told no that he would be glad
if I coula remain with him and he make. me his 'first Illitarbeitar".... On .
the other band be considered'it important that I should go to•Swedon to
clear up the question•of the Northern Sectoro'as discussod, with the.
Swedish Government. We both agreed that this action was only a thing
of the moment 'and. would not delay the pending total capitulation.

The ideci.of's declaration of total capitulation onuo to nothing
at that time because- of this situation on the BoamisolMadhrischen
Sector, where the Beeresgruppon of Generalfeldmarschn 1 3 Schrooner and
of Generaloberst Nendulio - about a million non, equipped with.munition.
'and,preVisions for another 7 weeks, were, still intact and on the whole
more than holding their own on this par. of the Eastorn front.	 .

• :Tart frommy qission for the NorthernZector, which was
.primarily concerned/with:Norway, but also cdvdied proposals for 	 •
Denmark, Iliad to' endeavour under all circumitances•to arrange a meeting

.withGeneral EisenhOwcr„for . myselfor•a ruprosontative of the GovernMont,
whether thrOugh.the Swedish Govcrnaent cr . through thc•Swedisbed grass..
Yon --o 	 "lc Goverr-entof	 T 0h04.01/1	 .•

-allowed to do all 'I could to alleviate he difficult position of the
.Reich and the; distrcss still to oome, through open negotiations with.:the
SwediSh Government,.whilestill continuing to.try to prise ()Pen General.
*Eisenhöntr!s'.firmly ahut,door... Than I discusscd with von Krooigk and
StaatwAiniater'ltank frocTrag the. Cheehnroblem. 	 was not able . to

•.:hear DeenitelaeCision On-this l -so'I'dcnot lomor hemr . it developed. .
•

With.regard to Denmark, vwn.Krosigk thought it would be wiser to
inclucfaIeniiark immediately:in the negotiations being carried on by •
Idairal . Friedoburg.with . Montgaaery over North-Western Germany. &-
asked mc:te include this Ilroblem In mydiscussion with Grossadliral
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Ebonite, as the military wero absolutoly without undurstanding of the
political aspeot of the Northern Scotor rithin the sphere of the .,:holo
Gorman situation.

At 200C hours I bescuimy report to Grossadmiral Ebonite, who at
first Imuld not hear of abandoning NOrm:y and interning Gorman troops in
S=4:1.= for . tho:doration of the var.. Obviously his ailitary advisors had
pointed outnot on;yAhe in: itself good strategic position of the arly,,
partióularly that of. 	 Boehm°, but also of . tho Navy. • After
Iiuml uanaged to prove the political signifiaanco of a surrender without
codbats'that in fact the enlistment of Swed.11 would be apolitical gain,
the Groesadmiral enquired just what sort of an inadiate gain this sibuld
be for Gormany. With many oxplanations I had to point out tohla that
under the prusent circumstances I could naturally not prove any iamediate..
gain, but by taking a long view, this gen would be in saving the	 •

sUbstanoe'' of the German people and of 7..hat romainod of the
reputation of the Reich. Added to that -Alen it camo to the political
game of the Pbwers in the near future, Swcdon me the only neutral for wham
even a broken Gurmany wee of no little imrortance. finally I said that
after what I had witnessed of the collapse in the Reich, the continuation
of the um* in Donmari: and Norway had 'no meral or traditional justificatiol,
sinco it Would be devoid of any political or other value.

• Theineoting was then adjourned. Ccant Schwerin von Ktosigk, •
Generalfelduarsehall Keitel, GunernlOher:J, Jodi and I wont off for
suppor together at Uhich.thcsu questions tore, o: course, further
disouaeod. •0dtel c.nd jodl won :both aeeinst my going to Stodkhola and
wanted be, as the boat oxperienced in lbreign eftaits (sic:). to remain
beside ion Krosigk and so within 'their iLach. I again pointed out the
importance of the Northern quostion and, 1 tail*, succeeded in getting.
jodl to undorstand this 	 •

I discussed once more with von Etosigk, Dr. Wirsing's draft and
advised hia to cet the Grossadmiral to carry out the suggestion contaiwid
therein, of dissolving the Forty, the Stadtspolizei and the SD.

FUrthor the question was discussod in what capacity I should bo sent to
Stockholm. Yon Ktosigk left it to ma to advise him as to whether ho.
should appoint me l Ectschafter l (onVoy), 1Sonderbevollmaechtigters
Olonipotentiaty.EXtraordinary), 'Beauftrafter' (Reprosentative) or
anything elee. I aeked him to name me- 1 Geaandter' s the one word thibh,
in view of my mission, Would suit no best: State Secretaries von .
SteengraCht and Bank° vor.o.called.to the Foreign Ainister in the night
to prepare the plenary powers and form of appointment aa'sGesandteri.
Thon we both talked to tho Grossadmiral 	 HO 'again pr66Pastinatod
and 'delayed a final fecision until, the nor',: morning, swing he must .
sleep on it once again.

• •	 ••
I reported to Pirvaor once - more and had a short but signifioant.

talk_Tithhia,:the . onsenco of Which Was: "If only I. had listenod to you
000nOpr and "perhaps youarb :tho first Getman to be ptrmittad-to do some-
thing poaxtive for his poor Illaterlan4' -again%7

4.May 1945 

Tho next morning at 1000 hours I reported to ion::Krodigk.
wvointment as 'Geeandter' and the plpnary powers to negotiate with
the Swedish Government more 'signed by:Ebenitz at 9930 hon.'s'. I took
lc:ave of von Ktosigk and left for' Ooponhagen at noon.

. On the stretch to Baderslahon in-11* ,mark, I ran into a heavy dive-
bomb attack, which entailed a delay of tTee hours in tho "Great Belt",
and arrived in Copenhagen at 1800 hours. I endeavoured to contact Dr.
Best to inform him ot r.-or mission and corresponding instructions regarding
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Denmark, Tthich °ono...7	 ht.i.	 Whilst I	 1:*o1 .1.1-'1a in
ragmarhaus in order •'.;o o -elth hi; to th,	 fardel, an
enormous crowd gatne.-7ed on the . rnthaarry:.1.1.3; fat	 he

tar-Inc:It capitulati, • 1 of Ceri-tny.	 nots were :eire,;1., armoured. en:l.s,
ambulaeJes, anti the orondo veil. t tenthe.....4ande. Cr..-tng to thin 4:waval
in thc: v.hole tom,	 Bent •	 umblo tl	 it, but: I could no afford
to lose any, time ei.1/4her and h. to roaci '4.to Swedinh 	 tion	 1

costs, as the pro-arranged telciphoric 	 t.cion he.d. (.7).-lently not
reached Stockholmi.,thatigh Herr von 	 •. I had ite.iV,son le_rough the night
spccia.11y from 244041.11k to padbtr.,:g to r. 	 YZW1f.i. cor.Lordoatc. thie s
oodc MussLICEI to norr von :Iku-dol. 	 .:,fte: .	let of aramleut with the sr;-.
guard at thu Ittigearir.us, I was whisked a.	 Count Ilerna.C.ottc'e cc.r
through a clearing u1tde in the wire entang.nriont on thy t'athaue side. Th3
driver WEI8 ordercd. to go round and avoid iw cro7alud atreete, but apparently

ho did not know his wLy too woll, and ir 	 WO found ourselveii
the thiok of the orowl, who recognised ■ ,:urri. Bc.e.madotte t s car .on.:1 it was
only a matt= of minztes before the oar eurrounded, pushoe. and half
carried by the enthe 3iastic crowd, coula get no furthcr. With groat
prosenco. of kiind I -,:enaged • te look the doors and shut the window/3, so
that t.. people wert unable to clrag us out: I o-rdered the driver to stq)
on it., and metre b:- 7.10 tr o we managed to puah our -e.e.y through the oro-.71.

Those who were neareei; yelle0 because they ...rerc being hurt and thoeo • '
turthc.:- amy	 taeards the car 0-,ezticulating wildly.
Finally the car ViaR . :wamped by a :Mt .30 pee:.1e, or th.. running board.
on tho roof and on	 radiator, and it was only the:v.1km to the driver's
persis .C.:nce that aftor 11 hours we arrivod	 ti-e Swedish Logz.Ltion;
lookini: as though v had cam out of a Ttr:ki.eh bai.h. With caucn
nodding I friendly golticulations, lioffing 1 .41 ha'.; and ary4.eng
we had managed to cu; rid of thewild dem: Lt.:a...ore.

	

I vs imediatea,y received by Herrn 	 Ir1,•eft.J.c I had met the
lady of the holier:, r-11 whilst we ,..,ere stia in	 prel)rehuiry stages
of the Conforonce, t croN:ds hae erident37 1.2ove%-1 to the Fiwedish.Legation
and there -began to eing the Dcnisrt and Swedi.311 ne.tiOnal anthteem. The ..
noise of singing an.1 shouting and shootinc. iaz3 eu.sh *chat one could hardly.
hear. oneself sa:oak. But in ,the quiet rot ..ila of the Logdtion one felt safe.
Herr Berkholtz h.c. kindly Undertaken to •.....rerage all details for my
journey, I went to - : .he Hotel	 .tu rezt for two hours. The
crowd had in. the laeantime dispe;:sed and	 here and thelo shots oca23.41. bo
heard. • Before the hotel , I vr-s hold up 't*:r a wild 'E.loldateske.' of partizesaa
but on recognising t'a Swedish car and a	 f:rom the drivor that I wae
a Swede, I war.; allowed to pr.ss Unmolested.

5 May 12b.S.
•

•• • On tho twining of the 5th,1ley	 hours having got through.
.the' hontrols put on by the Partieans, ane th lamt Germen airport control,
I• loft Copenhagen in Count Bernadotte t s Danieh. Red Cross 'plane. .
0715 hr.urs . ire arrived safely. in iralloe, where . I Wati courteously received
by..t.he airport Cerzaanaant. 10 uinttos lateF the Copaandant informed
me. thata Swedish military 'plane 	 there to take at: to Stockholm..
After a briof introduction to the pilot,. I ..".:74:-.given oxygen apparatus
and strapped into a parachute, and after a. :ireo.hour flight we arrived
safely in , Broma'. Here I as fetcher.f.Y.by Ho. Ceti:owl from the ibrein
Office and who escor,...cd . c to Count Bernado. :;te l a 'home, where iesaudiately
upon my arrival diec-o.ssions Ooanenced tith ix Ibt..anc1 .
.Tteatssol=etaer Bohularei.

•aving prosented rky credentials and: thc • N:ritten authority to.
negotiat... with the :. !wedish Goverment, I .C.os:::ribed lay special mission. to
von • Pbst and. •FrOheuxuae; and the .requost, caboOyir_g the • view of the
German Goverment. . 4.fter_exhau.stiVe die :uesioir,the two gentiothen
docii:ed irslj	 ai to,diseuss the whole :.tffair ‘7ith the representative
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of the 4Ca 4 ern	 preeont in Otockhelm, as eventn da eeneeey h pee
so far.

er e proviee.A. rely the Swedish ;neeTEent n7.cvlivvil the informati on
thet j certean oieeumstancen a sp6cia1 IONIL2SiOU: 'Jet up by General
Eisonlontr, weld 1: . sent to Stoc1tho1, 1 to	 the eeistive

6 May120e

Sunday 6thlle , brought no change ir eho widish attituee: The
queetion of de•xonsteltieg my eleine pe . oiTe by ebtainiee4 from
Ceneralobernt 13edee; sn undertaking to •element the results of my

	negofiations with e;lo Swedish Governme-e, m.A....lcd of ilepertanne to usnall 	

In order not to. lose any tine, I diiC to sena Goaandten Thomsen -
after I had erelaincel ray mission to him veld Oeneral Utaaan, the Military

Alttaohe - to the Nor.oeian frontier, to discuss 'lath Generaloburst Boehm°
or !bolter the surrender in Norway ane 1.he intern 3b of Gem troops in
Sceden. Gesandt- 7: Thomsen flew in a : :wodish be leber to 	
on eee morning of Ole 6th ;ley and met dew First utneral Staff Off ioor of

GenerelOcret Penhee on the frontier.

2...t lunch time Thomsen telephoned a pi.eliaimeey report to Stockholm
and explained to m that only the First 0ficer of the General Staff had
one -in himself co, intelligent man, but vhose ettitude was ditforent from
what it expected. Thomson pointed out .%:lat ha oculd not discuss the

matter in det:Al o-Tur the telephone and sailhe intended to be in Stockholm
between 1700 and 1300 houre, to continua t;a: discussion with me personaUr.

Gesandter lawokort Herr vonIbst, Couni; rtrnallotte; and I conferred
over these further developments. Geseedter Iiiecl:ert suggested that we
should under all circumetances gut in tuuoh with Grossailairel noenitz and
inform hi a that Ceneraloberet Boehm° hed not yct been notified of my

plenary powers. AY suggectian of sending Ebonite a long telegraphic
message was turned. down after a general discussion. It had to be as
Gesandter Pieckert suggested: through General Utmaan's kind offices,
telephone oemmunicationwith the Grossactairal was in feat established via
Oslo, but owing to technical difficult...es vas hardly understandable. A.
second oontaot was made and I was able to talk to Graf Schwerin von Krosia
myself. E6 told.= that things had :red very rapidly over night end
that Germany had declared total capite l.ation. Negotiations, however
were still under eay and I should therefore take care not to annoy the
othev side - englo-elmerican - as the Vorwegian qaention had boon included.
lib added that should the Swedish Government on their pert still have an
interest in the matter, they should contact tho Western lilies
immediately.

The Swedish Gentlemen declared Viet under the dircumetances there
as no longer any possibility of dein/ anything- (elite evidently the

Norwegian problem as w011 as the Danish ("MD had becOme part of the tetal
capitulation negotiations.. Ono could ou:1,y wait ana see if the Western
11111US =tended to ayproach . thz Stmedish no.T,Yerwint Lt all. sLy over the
question of interumeht of the Gorman fighting forces. :di the ,,lame I
did It thareqUest of British Military Attache, Suton Bratt, trneesmit
throuLh- Herrn von Pbst and . General Munn, a notification from" the

, Western Lilies to Genoralobersi Beehme that ha could get into direct
touch 7ith-Englina on she -it-lave. This shoved then that the Westarm
Pbwers, especially England, did not wish to use the mclium of the
Smash Government in this matter, :but instead to carry out capitulation
negotiationaregarding Norway direct cr..th the German Government. In
that way the further plea of requestine.the',SeediSh GavornMent official4
to axrange a qu'u:ag for -.'eor Senieri-ior Yrvnib: e-kth leneral
Eisenhower fell through.
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• •

-•;tying	 13.st telephone conversation with Flensburg on the 9th Maya
Akt. transpired that .die active participation of the SwecLish Red Cross over

possible internment of German troops in NOVVIEW vas exolusivelyv.	 • .	 •
1. ..tsestion for the Svudish Rod Cross and the British military authorities
r.,. :atti,-•settl.e. In So far as I :ma concerned the German. Government had nothing

rur,thir to say.
,


